
Melting pot for 
scientific innovation
The goal of the Berlin Startup Scholarship – 
Science & Startups for Future is to turn  
ideas from the area of science into sustaina-
ble companies. In order to help them devel-
op their future-orient-
ed solutions further 
and successfully place 
them on the market, 
startups receive finan-
cial backing as well as 
valuable support from 
experts and networks. 
The state of Berlin is 
funding the project to-
gether with the Euro-
pean Social Fund 
Plus. 

Utilising the network 
of Berlin’s universities
The scholarship is 
awarded by the Sci-
ence & Startups Network established by the 
startup services of Freie Universität Berlin, 
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin and Technis-
che Universität Berlin in cooperation with 
Charité – Universitätsmedizin. They have 
joined forces to create a globally visible 
ecosystem for science and research start-
ups and turn Berlin into a globally leading 
research hub. The Berlin Startup Scholar-

ship – Science & Startups for Future is 
among the measures to support this goal. 
In this programme, the network supports 
entrepreneurs with an innovative, science 

and technolo-
gy-based busi-
ness idea for a 
duration of up to 
twelve months. 
The teams from 
research and 
science, whose 
ideas can con-
tribute to a sus-
tainable and 
liveable future, 
are granted ac-
cess to the re-
sources, infra-
structure and 
joint network of 
Berlin’s universi-

ties, such as incubator rooms and scientific 
mentors. Potential co-founders can be 
sought via the university networks and the 
match'em platform. (www.matchem.sci-
ence-startups.berlin)

Freedom to develop ideas further
Founding teams are also given the finan-
cial freedom they need to focus on devel-

oping their idea. Each team member re-
ceives 2,200 euros a month. In addition, 
first-time entrepreneurs receive guidance 
on how to successfully set up a startup with 
a startup consultation as well as support 
from cluster managers and the Science & 
Startups Academy.

The Berlin Startup Scholarship supports 
startups from a wide range of areas: from a 
painting robot via a tool that helps compa-
nies to develop and monitor their sustaina-
bility goals through to customisable cloth-
ing for children who need to be connected 
to medical devices on a regular basis. 

Startup teams can apply for three cross-or-
ganisational topic clusters: “Technologies 
x Resources” deals with technologies for a 
green future, “Sustainability x Society” with 
developments for improving coexistence 
and “Healthcare x Prevention” with an-
swers to current challenges in the health-
care sector. 

Getting better together
A dialogue with industry as well as sharing 
of knowledge and technology among 
like-minded teams is promoted within these 
clusters to enable them to benefit from 
each other's experiences.

Teams with business ideas 
from similar areas are brought 
together as part of the startup 
scholarship so that they can 
benefit from each other's 
experience.
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“The Berlin Startup 
Scholarship enables the 
teams to fully focus on 
their ideas. The structured 
programme also provides 
the scholarship holders 
with the tools they need 
to set up a successful 
business.”
Lydia Tetzner, Project Coordination for the Berlin  
Startup Scholarship – Science & Startups for Future, 
Science & Startups



As diverse as you and I
Education | Training | Employment

The European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) invests in people. As an EU labour market 
support instrument, it aims to create and maintain employment opportunities, pro-
mote social inclusion, combat poverty and foster the skills required for the digital 
and ecological transition. 

Berlin has around 143 million euros at its disposal for the 2021-2027 funding pe-
riod, which will be supplemented by national co-financing. Projects are funded in 
three main areas: education, securing skilled labour and social inclusion. 

Information about other funded projects can be found here: www.berlin.de/esf

Networking events such as “Science 
& Startups meets Industry” promote 
communication between startups that 
are seeking to market their ideas and 
interested established companies.  
© science-startups.berlin

Boot camps provide founders 
with inspiration and helpful
business tips.  
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The goals are for the founders to have es-
tablished qualifications and networks by 
the end of the year that will allow them to 
permanently establish their products and 
services on the market and for at least 85% 
of the participants to pursue professional 
activities after completing the individual 
support programme. So far, a total of 33 
teams have been sponsored in three rounds 
of scholarships. This would not have been 
possible without funding from the state of 
Berlin and the EU.

Contact
Lydia Tetzner
Project Coordinator

Phone: 030 31428 377
info@science-startups.berlin
bss@science-startups.berlin

The impact of the ESF+ in concrete terms:
•	 Exchange between startups is promoted, 

boosting their innovative strength.
•	 Entrepreneurs are given the financial 

freedom and the necessary qualifica-
tions to turn their innovative ideas into 
marketable products.

•	 Sustainable developments that benefit 
society are successfully placed on the 
market.

•	 New jobs are created in Berlin.

“Teams working in 
similar areas are 
working together 
on-site in a co-
working space, and 
that allows them to 
discuss similar 
challenges they are 
faced with, to give 
each other 
feedback and help 
each other.” 
Lydia Tetzner, Project Coordination for the Berlin 
Startup Scholarship – Science & Startups for Future, 
Science & Startups

Funding facts
Beneficiary Science & Startups

Funding priority Securing skilled labour

Support programme Fi 3 Berlin Startup Scholarship

Funding amount 4,847,909.90 € (1,813,674.13 € ESF funds, 
3,034,235.77 € state funds)

Website www.science-startups.berlin

Match’em platform: www.matchem.science-startups.berlin
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