
 

1 

 
Senate Department for Culture and Social Cohesion 

Division I A - Funding for Artists, Projects and Independent Groups 

INFORMATIONSHEET WORK GRANTS JAZZ 2027 

APPLICATION DEADLINE 14 SEPTEMBER 2026 AT 2pm (CET) 

The Senate Department for Culture and Social Cohesion awards - subject to the 

availability of funds - working grants in the field of jazz. 

AIM AND PURPOSE OF THE WORK GRANT 

The objective of the working grants is to encourage diversity and excellence in jazz 

productions in Berlin. The work grants are intended to support artistic development and 

specific projects such as interpretation, research, composition, curation, studio 

recordings, tours and project development. The production of sound recordings is not 

eligible for funding. 

TARGET GROUP 

Funding is available for professional 

• artists 

• groups of artists 

• curators 

in the field of jazz who live and work in Berlin. 

Both newcomers to the profession and experienced artists can receive a grant. For artists 

working across different genres, their work must primarily focus on jazz. 

Former grant holders do not have to wait. 

Exclusion 

Not eligible to apply are: 
• Jury members 

• Employees of the Senate Department for Culture and Social Cohesion, and their 

relatives 
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• Applicants enrolled at a university (including those enrolled on a doctoral 

programme) 

• University professors 

• Groups formed solely for the purpose of submitting an application 

• Legal entities/institutions (e.g. e.V. or GmbH) 

FUNDING VOLUME 

Each work grant is endowed with €8,000 and is paid in monthly instalments of €2,000 

over a period of four months. Please select your preferred grant period on the online 

application form. 

A detailed financial plan is not required. An evaluation form must be submitted (in 

German language) at the end of the grant period. 

ALLOCATION OF FUNDS 

Please note that the availability of funds is a prerequisite for this call for applications. An 

independent expert jury, who will make funding recommendations, will review 

applications. 

Work grants will be awarded primarily on the basis of artistic quality, creativity and 

continuity, presented by the submitted portfolio. 

The jury consists of: Max Arsava, Maxi Broecking, Ganna Gryniva, Anne Mette Iversen and 

Jo Wespel. 

We kindly ask you to refrain from contacting the jury members personally. 

The funding recommendations will be published via a press release. 

CONDITIONS 

• Please provide evidence of either a completed artist education and/or several 

years of professional experience in the field of jazz. 

• Only one application per applicant is permitted. If the applicant submits several 

applications, the most recent one will be accepted for formal review. 

• Applications can be submitted every year. 

• Former grant holders can re-apply. 
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• The jazz work grant is a personal grant. Only individuals and GbRs are eligible to 

apply. 

• Applicants must live and work in Berlin and maintain their main place of residence 

in Berlin during the grant period. 

• In the case of groups, more than 50% of the group members must have their main 

residence in Berlin. This must be proven upon request. 

• In the case of duos, both members of the group must have their main place 

residence in Berlin. 

• If you change your place of residence, you must notify the Senate Department for 

Culture and Social Cohesion immediately. 

• Non-EU citizens can apply if their current residence permit or certificate of right of 

residence includes a work permit. 

• All State of Berlin grants (work, research and cultural exchange) can be combined 

up to a total of € 24,000 per year. 

• Combinations with grants from domestic and/or foreign funding institutions are 

permitted. Please refer to the funding conditions of the other grant to find out 

whether simultaneous acceptance is excluded. 

• Combinations with project funding are permitted. 

Before submitting your application, please find out whether this funding can be offset 

against transfer benefits (e.g. according to SGB II or housing benefit). Unfortunately, the 

Senate Department for Culture and Social Cohesion is unable to provide any information 

on this. 

APPLICATION FORM 

Applications must be submitted online. 

Documents submitted in paper form or via email will not be accepted. 

A link will be provided in due time on the Senate Department for Culture website. 

We recommend starting the application process in good time and preparing all the 

necessary documents beforehand. We do not recommend submitting an application on 

the last day of the application period. Experience has shown that upload times can be 

delayed. Please note that it is the responsibility of applicants to submit their application 

https://www.berlin.de/sen/kultur/foerderung/foerderprogramme/musik/artikel.82515.php
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on time. All information submitted will be treated confidentially and will only be used for 

funding purposes. 

NOTES on exclusion from the funding programme: 

• Failure to comply with the formal application requirements set out in this 

information sheet will result in the application being rejected on formal grounds, 

meaning it will not be admitted to the jury process. 

• Exceeding the specified number of pages or characters and/or megabyte limits 

will result in formal exclusion from the funding programme. Cover sheets and 

images are included in this count. 

• Missing documents will not be requested subsequently. 

• Only complete applications can be processed. Additional documents cannot be 

submitted after 2pm (CET) on 14 September 2026. 

NOTES on completing the online application form and uploading the attachments: 

• The online application form and the short project description contained within 

must be completed in German. 

• The short project description in the online application form may contain a 

maximum of 1,900 characters (including spaces and paragraphs).  The following 

questions can serve as a guide: 

o What is special about your artistic work? 

o Why is this application important to you at this point in time? 

o What project would you like to work on during the grant period? 

• Any grants already approved for 2027 must be mentioned in the online 

application form. All other funding received in the last 3 years must also be 

indicated in the form. 

• If applicable, please provide the link to your website in the online application 

form. 

• The attachments can be submitted in German or English. 

• Please note that attachments can only be uploaded in the following file formats: 

PDF, JPG, PNG and MP3. 

In addition to completing the online application form, you must upload the following 

attachments (please note the specified file formats and data sizes): 
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1. proof of identity (mandatory attachment) 

We only accept valid ID documents (front and back): 

a copy of your ID card; 

a copy of the relevant page of your passport or passport replacement. 

max. 5 MB per file, permitted file formats: PDF, JPG or PNG 

2. proof of main residence in Berlin (mandatory attachment) 

If your proof of identity does not show that you reside in Berlin, you must also upload 

a registration certificate or confirmation of registration from the Residents' 

Registration Office. 

Proof of your exact registration address is mandatory. If you do not have a 

registration certificate, you can apply for one online for a fee. 

max. 5 MB, permitted file formats: PDF, JPG, or PNG 

3. Only for non-EU citizens: Residence permit or certificate of right of residence 

(mandatory attachment if applicable) 

In addition to providing proof of your identity and primary residence in Berlin, you 

must upload a copy of your valid residence permit or certificate of residence, front 

and back. This must include a note regarding your work permit. 

max. 5 MB, permitted file formats: PDF, JPG, or PNG 

4. artist curriculum vitae (mandatory attachment) 

Please use the sample template provided here. 

max. 5 MB, permitted file formats: PDF 

5. portfolio of previous artistic work (optional attachment) 

Optionally, you can also upload a portfolio of your artistic work from the last 12 

months including projects, bands/ensembles, discography, concerts and press 

reviews. 

max. 5 MB, permitted file formats: PDF 

6. audio sample or score 1 (mandatory attachment) 

max. 6 MB, permitted file format: MP3, PDF 

7. audio sample or score 2 (mandatory attachment) 

max. 6 MB, permitted file format: MP3, PDF 

https://eww.berlin.de/buergerdienste/app/meldebescheinigung
https://www.berlin.de/sen/kultur/foerderung/foerderprogramme/musik/anlage1_arbeitsstipendien-jazz.docx?ts=1748271134
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8. detailed description of the work project (mandatory attachment) 

max. 8 DIN A4 pages 

max. 5 MB, permitted file format: PDF 

9. proof of the feasibility of the project (optional attachment) 

If you are applying for tour funding or a stay abroad, you can optionally upload proof 

of the project's feasibility (written confirmations, invitations, etc.). No proof is required 

for composition projects. 

max. 5 MB, permitted file formats: PDF 

10. Only for group applications: GbR contract or group form (mandatory attachment if 

applicable) 

Please upload a copy of your fully signed GbR contract, or alternatively the 

completed declaration of association of artists. 

You can download a copy of the group form “declaration of association of artists” 

here. 

max. 5 MB, permitted file formats: PDF 

APPLICATION DEADLINE 

The deadline for applications is 14 September 2026 at 2pm (CET). 

Online applications must be fully submitted by 2 pm. Any transmissions after this time will 

not be accepted, and any transmissions that have started will be automatically cancelled. 

WITHDRAWAL OR RETURN OF THE GRANT 

The grant will be withdrawn and the recipient will be required to repay the grant amount if 

they obtained it unjustifiably, particularly by providing inaccurate information, unless they 

are not responsible for this occurrence. 

The grant will also be withdrawn if the applicant is no longer able to commence or 

continue the work that was eligible for funding. In this case, any funding received after the 

reason for revocation arose must be repaid. This repayment claim exists regardless of 

whether the funding has already been used. 

COMPLIANCE WITH EU REGULATIONS: 

If the grant can be considered state aid, the funding is being awarded on the basis of 

Chapter I and Article 53 of Chapter III of the Commission Regulation (EU) No. 651/2014 

https://www.berlin.de/sen/kultur/foerderung/foerderprogramme/downloads/erklaerung-zum-zusammenschluss-von-kuenstlerinnen-3.pdf?ts=1750311637
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of 17 June 2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market 

in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 

Union (General Block Exemption Regulation) (EU OJ L 187/1, 26.6.2014) as amended by 

Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/1315 of 23 June 2023 (EU OJ L 167, 30.6.2023) or 

on the basis of Commission Regulation (EU) 2023/2831 of 13 December 2023 on the 

application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 

Union to de minimis aid (EU OJ L, 2023/2831, 15.12.2023). 

Companies or sectors are excluded from funding in the cases of Article 1 Para. 2, 3 and 5 

GBER. 

Companies that have not complied with a recovery injunction based on a previous 

Commission decision on the inadmissibility of an instance of state aid and its 

incompatibility with the internal market by the same Member State will not be granted 

individual aid. 

Companies in difficulty are excluded from funding in accordance with Article 1 Para. 4 

Letter c GBER. Companies in difficulty are companies to which at least one of the 

circumstances according to Article 2 No. 18 letters a-e GBER applies. 

It should be noted that information about each individual aid of over EUR 100.000 is 

usually published in the European Commission's State aid transparency database or on a 

comprehensive national or regional aid website within six months of the date of granting 

of the aid. Reference is also made to the reporting obligation in accordance with Article 

11 GBER. 

CONTACT 

Senate Department for Culture and Social Cohesion, Brunnenstraße 188–190, 10119 

Berlin-Mitte 

Ms Tien Vu can be reached by telephone on 030 90228 383 or via email. 

The Information Sheet in German language is legally binding. The Senate Department 

for Culture and Social Cohesion is not liable for mistranslations. 

mailto:Tien.Vu@kultur.berlin.de
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