
Priorities of our work

 ■ Keeping Berlin’s administration updated on 
current trends in EU legislation and other 
EU policy areas, particularly the EU’s struc-
tural funds and funding programs.

 ■ Safeguarding Berlin’s interests and posi-
tions, particularly by liaising with EU insti-
tutions, as well as with regional and local 
government offices and networks.

 ■ Preparing Committee of the Regions meet-
ings for Berlin committee members.

 ■ Providing information about Berlin’s inter-
ests and assets at specialist events and 
highlighting Berlin’s cultural diversity.

 ■ Strengthening the Berlin administration’s 
expertise on Europe by organizing training 
seminars and trips to Brussels for senior 
staff of the Senate Departments, Berlin bor-
oughs, and subordinate authorities.

 ■ Developing and supporting European col-
laborative projects.

 ■ Offering preliminary advice on funding.  

 ■ Supporting the city partnership between 
Brussels and Berlin.
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Dr. Volker Löwe Head of office, general policy, 
promoting expertise on Europe 
in the administration, city 
partnership between Berlin 
and Brussels

Renate Völpel Deputy head of office, 
Committee of the Regions, 
financial policy, EU budget, 
health and social policy, 
media/broadcasting, CLRA

Sonja Haertel Economic policy, regional 
policy, ERDF, competition 
policy, development 
cooperation

Alexander  
Schnurbusch

Relations with the European 
Parliament, labor, integration, 
women, ESF, culture

Malte Büttner Legal policy, consumer 
protection

Tamara Fischer Construction/housing, 
urban development, the 
environment, transportation, 
climate protection, energy

Dr. Anja Lurson Research, science, education, 
and youth

Simone Hapel Domestic policy, sports, EU 
enlargement, Berlin boroughs
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The activities and influence of the regions in the EU 
have increased significantly in recent years, particular-
ly as a result of the Lisbon Treaty. 

For the German federal states to play an efficient role 
in the EU’s legislative procedure, which is enshrined 
on the national level in Article 23 of the German Basic 
Law, EU draft laws and legislative proposals must be 
communicated and evaluated at an early stage. Berlin 
opened its liaison office in Brussels in 1989 to repre-
sent and safeguard its interests in Europe.

Berlin’s Liaison Office to the EU is part of the portfo-
lio of the Senator for Culture and Europe, Dr. Klaus 
 Lederer.

Gerry Woop is Permanent 
Secretary for Europe at 
the Senate Department 
for Culture and Europe. In 
this capacity, he is also a 
member of the Committee 
of the Regions (CoR).
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Astrid Wodrich Event management, 
administrative affairs

Annick Nevens Organization, 
administration, events

Sabine  
Riemenschneider

Organization, 
administration, events, IT


