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Information for parents on the discontinuation of regular compulsory testing  

 

 

Dear parents and legal guardians, 

In view of the overall downward trend in infection rates among children under the age of 6 in 
recent weeks, a decision has been taken to discontinue general, regular compulsory testing 
in nurseries as of 8 May 2022. 

Instead, your nursery will provide testing when circumstances call for it, for example if there 
is an outbreak in the nursery or if your child has been in contact with an infected person. In 
these cases, there is no obligation to have your children tested. 

In contrast, the following applies in the context of the existing ‘sniffle rule’ (Schnupfenrege-
lung): If you want your child to attend nursery in spite of mild cold symptoms, you must 
provide the nursery with written confirmation of a negative test result or have a test per-
formed at the nursery. In any event, we request that you give your child enough time to 
recover before returning to nursery. 
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With the discontinuation of mandatory testing, the test-to-stay procedure will automatically 
be discontinued as well. Decisions about the quarantining of contacts are the responsibility 
of the local health authorities. 

The government will provide nurseries with quality-assured nasal swab tests when testing is 
called for. 

The decision to return to nasal swab tests is based on abundant feedback from parents, 
sponsors and nurseries to the effect that saliva (‘lollipop’) tests do not show reliable results 
despite proper use, although the government selected a product comparable to other saliva 
tests in terms of its high sensitivity and suitability for the omicron variant. The government is 
thus accommodating the requests of parents and sponsors to return to using nasal antigen 
rapid tests. 

Despite the discontinuation of compulsory testing, we continue to recommend adherence to 
the established safety and hygiene measures. 

In the time ahead, and also with an eye to autumn, we will of course be closely monitoring 
infection trends and the further development of the pandemic.  

 
Yours sincerely, 

p.p. 
Holger Schulze 
 

Head of Department  
Family and Early Childhood Education 
 


