
 

 

Other taxes 

 

If the property is rented out permanently or as a 

holiday apartment, any generated income generally 

incurs income tax. VAT, commercial tax and 

overnight tax may also be payable in some cases. 

 

The mentioned tax obligations also arise for buyers 

resident abroad. 

We hereby refer to the option to grant a power of 

attorney for communication and/or payments to 

another person resident in Germany. 

 

For more general information, please see the 

website of the Senate Administration for Finance: 

berlin.de/sen/finanzen/steuern 
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What do I need to keep in 
mind in relation to taxes? 

 

 

  

 
Please note that this information is 
intended for orientation purposes 
only.  
It has no legal effect and is not 
binding. In individual cases, it may 
make sense to use the help of a tax 
advisor. 

http://www.berlin.de/sen/


 

 

Buying or using property involves various tax 

obligations. 

 

 

Land transfer tax 
 
 
The notary's office notarising the contract must 

report the transaction to the competent tax office 

within two weeks. The land transfer tax is then 

calculated based on this report. The Spandau tax 

office is responsible for properties located in Berlin. 

 

The land transfer tax amount is generally based on 

the purchase price and the applicable tax rate. In 

Berlin, this is currently six percent. For example, if a 

purchase price of EUR 100,000 is agreed for a 

property, EUR 6,000 of land transfer tax are 

payable. 

 

The tax office then issues a land transfer tax 

notification and sets a deadline for payment. The two 

parties to the purchase agreement generally share 

the tax burden. But many purchase agreements 

stipulate that the buyer must pay. 

 

After payment, the tax office issues a 'certificate of 

no objection' and sends this to the notary's office. 

The transaction can only be entered in the land 

register after this certificate has been received. 

The Spandau tax office informs the local tax office in 

whose district the property is located, of the change 

in ownership. The latter then passes on the 

information to the parties' local tax offices. 

 

 
Property tax  

 

Owners must pay annual property tax for their 

property. Property tax is a public charge on the 

property. It is based on the standard value (from 

01/01/2025: the property tax value), the tax index and 

the factor for the given municipality. The current 

factor for Berlin is 810 percent. 

Property tax is only affected by a change in ownership 

from 01/01 of the following calendar year. As a result, 

the previous owners continue to be liable for tax for 

the whole calendar year (01/01 to 31/12) 

 

Any provisions in the purchase agreement on who 

must pay the property tax apply between the parties 

but no in relation to the tax office. The tax office issues 

a new property tax notification for the buyers. 

This contains the annual amount and deadlines for the 

quarterly payments (15 February, 15 May, 15 August, 

15 November). 

 

Buyers can obtain information about or notifications 

containing the standard value, coefficient and 

property tax from the seller. In addition, the 

competent tax office can provide such information. 

 

IMPORTANT: The notifications of the standard 

value/property tax value and the coefficient will only 

contain the measurement bases and not a request for 

payment. The payable tax amount is shown in the 

property tax notification. 

 

New property tax notifications are only issued after 

the factor changes or following a primary appraisal. If 

property tax does not change compared to the 

previous year, property tax is set by public 

announcement in the Berlin Official Gazette. Property 

tax can be paid easily and safely by SEPA debit 

mandate. 

 

As of 01/01/2022, all properties in the whole area of 

the Federal Republic of Germany must be reappraised 

for property tax purposes (primary appraisal). Owners 

must submit a declaration to determine the property 

tax value for every property – no matter whether they 

are using it themselves or renting it out. 

 

You can submit the declaration to the competent tax 

office from July 2022. Pursuant to § 228 para. 6 of the 

Appraisal Act, the declarations must generally be 

submitted electronically.  

You must submit the declaration at the latest by 

31/10/2022. This deadline also applies if you receive 

tax advice. 

 

If the property is sold after 01/01/2022, the obligation 

to submit the declaration generally applies to the 

person who was the owner on 01/01/2022. 

You can find more information on: 

www.berlin.de/grundsteuer 

 

If you are using the property yourself as a second 

home or are renting it out, this may incur additional 

tax obligations. 

 

 

Second home tax 

 

Anyone using an apartment in the federal state of 

Berlin as a second home (second apartment) is 

generally obligated to pay second home tax. For 

second homes used by the owner, this is calculated 

based on the rent index. 

 

For more information, please see 

berlin.de/sen/finanzen/steuern under "Downloads" 

for an information sheet on the second home tax. 

  


