(Wilhelm) Otto Nelki (26.06.1899 - 10.04.1972)

Otto was born in Charlottenburg, Berlin and went to Fiirstenwalde grammar
school. His education was interrupted by the war but he took the equivalent of
British O’levels on 9.4.1918 and then volunteered for military service. After the
war he had to prepare for matriculation and needed to work to earn money to
study medicine. He first worked as a miner in the Riidersdorfer Chalk Quarries
and later in the Dresdner bank when during inflation they needed more people to
count the money. He then studied medicine and was able to qualify in 1925 with
a dissertation on rhinoplasty. He became an ear, nose and throat specialist and
worked in the Charité hospital and opened his own clinic in Nauen near Berlin in
1928.

For a while after Hitler was made chancellor, Otto continued his normal work but
on March 20" 1933, he, along with other Jewish doctors, was arrested. They were
only released after signing something saying they had resigned.

Otto was arrested on March 20 1933 together with his other Jewish colleagues in
the Charité Hospital at the instigation of an SA man Dr. Salomon. Apparently this
was a direct act of revenge. A year earlier posters had been put up all over the
town saying ‘Heil Hitler’. The word ‘Heil’ can have two meanings in German, both
‘Hail’ and ‘Heal’ and underneath the poster that was put over Otto’s doctor
nameplate, Otto had written ‘incurable’.

He left Germany in 1934 and tried to work as a doctor in Britain but had to do a
further 2 years to qualify there, doing a year in Dublin and a houseman year in
London. He was then able to take over a GP practice in Nightingale Lane and
Lavender Hill, South London and moved there. He had split up with his non-Jewish
fiancée in Berlin and had only a short-lived marriage much later to a dancer
Gaby Stieffel who had been in the Folie Bergere. He did not have any children but
took over the care of Fritz’s children Gordon and Joyce after Fritz died quite
young in 1953.
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