
Friedrich Jaques Leopold  (Fritz) Nelki (6.12.1890 – 03.06.1953) 

 

Fritz was the eldest child, born in 1890. He was very affected by the deaths of his 

siblings – Grete of TB and then when he was 9, his brother Hans died aged 3 of 

diptheria in Spandau as well as Marie aged 4, Clara aged 1and Martha at 8 

days. Although buried in the Jewish cemetery there, no record was kept of 

children’s burials until 1900. 

 

Fritz went to Spandau grammar school and then studied dentistry at Rostock 

university, completing his dental studies on 8.8.1912 and 2 years later at Berlin 

university, his medical studies on 3rd August 1914. He and his brother Otto were 

very involved in the KC movement (known as the ‘Kartel convent of students’), a 

Jewish fencing organisation which they supported as students and also later. Both 

had duelling scars (known as ‘schmiss’) of which they were very proud. 

 

Fritz volunteered on 8th August 1914 for the lancet regiment 3 in Fürstenwalde. 

After 4 months at the front, he quickly became Assistant Medical Director & was 

decorated with the Iron Cross for services at the Russian Front. He had introduced 

hygienic measures in a Russian village occupied by the Germans, which 

prevented a typhoid outbreak. 

 

After the war, he completed his doctorate on 30.12.1919 at the university of 

Greifswald. 

 

He fled Berlin in 1934 after being called to the Gestapo, by saying he had to go 

home to get his passport but instead left on a train to Brussels, going via Prague 

and Vienna. Later he went to London. He had thought he would be safe in 

Germany as someone who got an honour for his work in WW1 but he was not. He 

was fortunate however to be able to work as a dental surgeon as soon as he 

arrived in England and was able to support the rest of the family. He lived  and 

practised in North London.  He had two children, Gordon and Joyce with Ruth 

Mannes who he met in London and they married on 31.07.1936. The 

Mannes‘ family had also fled from Zwickau, Germany between 1933-35 and there 

are 5 Stolpersteine outside their family home in Zwickau: 

https://www.kkg-zwickau.de/index.php/schule-im-dialog/sid-aktuell/406-neue-

stolpersteine-in-zwickau-2022?i=img-0694  

 

https://www.kkg-zwickau.de/index.php/schule-im-dialog/sid-aktuell/406-neue-stolpersteine-in-zwickau-2022?i=img-0694
https://www.kkg-zwickau.de/index.php/schule-im-dialog/sid-aktuell/406-neue-stolpersteine-in-zwickau-2022?i=img-0694


Fritz is buried along with Ruth in the liberal Jewish cemetery, adjacent to the 

orthodox one -  Off Pound Lane, Willesden, London NW10 2HG 

 

Text: Julia Nelki 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Willesden

