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Steglitz-Zehlendorf  is located in the south-west of  
Berlin, borders Charlottenburg-Wilmersdorf  in the 
north, Tempelhof-Schöneberg in the east, Brandenburg 
in the south and Brandenburg and Spandau in the west. 
The district is now the third-largest district of  Berlin, 
with 10,257 hectares and 303,000 inhabitants. It is 
located in the seven districts of  Wannsee, Nikolassee, 
Zehlendorf, Dahlem, Lichterfelde, Lankwitz and 
Steglitz.

Steglitz-Zehlendorf  has always been a preferred 
residential area, and its numerous waters, the forest 
and green areas are recreation areas for all Berliners. 
Guests from abroad also enjoy the scenic attractions 
and the attractions of  the “green district”.

2,459 hectares of  forest and 1,127 hectares of  water 
areas such as the Kleine Wannsee, the Große Wannsee 
with its generous lido, the Schlachtensee or the Krumme 
Lanke are characterized by Steglitz-Zehlendorf. The 
largest and oldest archaeological institute in the world, 
the Freie Universität Berlin, one of  Germany’s largest 
universities, the largest open-air swimming pool in 
Europe at the Große Wannsee, the Botanic Garden with 
23,000 different plant species and the Large tropical 
house, one of  the most important greenhouses in the 
world. The “Glienicker Landschaftspark” was included 
in the list of  World Heritage sites by UNESCO.

With this volume, we would like to present especially 
the loving and interesting sides of  the district, 
accompanied by numerous texts. It is intended to help 
the reader find his bearings in the district, to arouse the 
interest in his own discovery trip and to get to know 
and appreciate the varied sides of  Steglitz-Zehlendorf. 
The book was worked out in collaboration with the 
municipal institution YOPIC e.V., which I would like 
to thank for its commitment. Thanks to the support 
of  the Jobcentre Steglitz-Zehlendorf, the project was 
made possible.

Your

Cerstin Richter-Kotowski
District mayor

Top:
Cerstin Richter-Kotowski
District mayor

Foreword by the mayor of  the district
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The borough
Steglitz-Zehlendorf  offers a unique variety of  lakes, 
woodlands, parks and with the Havel a large number 
of  local recreation sites. A quarter of  the borough is 
wooded. The region‘s typical natural landscape has 
its geological origins in the last ice age, the Vistulian 
glaciation. About 20,000 years ago a number of  
attractive forests, rivers and lakes arose at the edge of  
melting glaciers.

With its wealth of  nature, Steglitz-Zehlendorf  offers 
its inhabitants and visitors an extraordinary variety of  
leisure activities close to nature. The borough contains 
large expanses of  forest such as the Grunewald, a forest 
measuring about 3000 hectares which borders on the 
Havel to the west, extends to Wannsee in the south and 
the residential areas in Dahlem to the east. 

The Grunewald has a chain of  lakes comprising 
Grunewaldsee, Riemeisterfenn, Krumme Lanke, 

Schlachtensee and the adjacent Nikolassee. Restaurants 
and a number of  popular bathing areas have arisen at 
some of  these beautiful lakes surrounded by forest.

An extraordinary meeting place for motorbike riders, 
which is famous even outside Berlin, can be found 
on the “Spinnerbrücke” or bridge of  mad people. 
This motorbike meeting is increasingly popular and 
numerous events are held here, such as the “spring 
festival” at the start of  the motorbike season. 

The Havel offers a variety of  water sports activities. 
In 1900 the beach complex “Strandbad Wannsee” 
was created close to the island Schwanenwerder on 
the eastern shore of  the Wannsee, and it soon became 
famous even beyond the city boundaries. It offers 
space for about 50,000 bathers and is the largest inland 
bathing site in Europe.

Top: 
Wannsee beach
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A number of  green urban oases have arisen in the 
borough. For example Stadtpark Steglitz is one of  the 
largest and best known parks in the city and offers 
many leisure activities. There are six other parks 
in Steglitz: Lankwitz Community Park, Bäkepark, 
Lichterfelde Palace Park, the park by the Lilienthal 
monument, Lilienthal Park and memorial and the 
Ruth Andreas Friedrich Park. The best known park 
in Zehlendorf  is probably the Fischtal Park with its 
spacious and unspoilt park landscape. There are eight 
other municipal parks, for example Glienicke People‘s 
Park with its palace which is part of  the UNESCO 
world heritage.

Science and research are highly important in Steglitz-
Zehlendorf. Today, the borough has the highest 
density of  academia in Germany, institutions which 
are traditionally concentrated in Dahlem. The Freie 
Universität Berlin and numerous federal institutes 
are internationally famous. Many national and 
international scientists and scholars work here, and 
there are companies in the fields of  science, life sciences 
and technology. This has created a considerable number 
of  jobs in the borough.
 
The level of  educational qualifications in the borough 
is high. 70 percent of  the population of  Steglitz-
Zehlendorf  have achieved the high school Abitur, which 
is well above the national average of  40 per cent. The 
proportion of  primary pupils who achieve the highest 
reading comprehension level is 35 per cent, far above 
the national average.

Attractive sub-centres with an exceptional charm have 
arisen, and many commercial enterprises offer first 
rate local shopping facilities. The Schloßstraße is the 
largest retail location in Berlin with a sales area of  over 
200,000 m2.

The range of  culture and art which can be found in 
the borough is remarkable. The Museum of  European 
Cultures and the Brücke Museum, for example offers 
its visitors extensive exhibitions which compare 
favourably even at an international level. 

In a symbiosis between modernity and history, 
beautiful residential buildings and characteristic 
housing estates with an individual identity have arisen. 
Famous architects designed attractive housing districts 
with different concepts and residential forms which 
gave them a special flair. 

Dahlem and Lichterfelde are particularly known for their 
villas dating from the early industrial era. In Lichterfelde, 
for example, the famous Tudor style villasby  Gustav 
Lilienthal can be admired. Dahlem has the largest closed 
Villenkolonie in Europe. All of  these special features 
make the borough an attractive place to live. 

With its very good infrastructure, its well-structured 
public authorities and a great range of  culture, art, 
sports, famous schools and numerous sights, Steglitz-
Zehlendorf  offers a particularly high quality of  life.

Top:
Boulevard Berlin

Middle:
Glienicke Hunting
Lodge 

Bottom:
Villa in Lichterfelde
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Top:
Schlachtensee 
in autumn

Bottom left: 
Fischtal Park

Bottom right: 
Henry Ford 
Construction
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Coats of  arms of  the borough
In the period of  the German Empire, only cities were 
officially allowed to have coat of  arms in Prussia. 
Rural communities were permitted to use a seal, but 
they were generally regarded as not eligible for a coat 
of  arms. The Prussian Ministry of  the Interior only 
granted rural communities permission to have a coat 
of  arms in exceptional cases and on request. 

On 24 October 1887, the village of  Steglitz was the first 
rural community in Prussia to be officially granted a 
coat of  arms. The Prussian Minister of  the Interior had 
evidently been persuaded by the reason given in the 
request: “... that this community has already attained 
a population of  8,500 ... and that the life situations 
of  the local inhabitants involve a level of  intelligence 
which justifies the possession of  a coat of  arms ...”.

The coat of  arms showed a black eagle head, which 
signified either gratitude for the award of  the coat of  
arms by Emperor Wilhelm I. or a general loyalty to the 
state. Below the eagle head were two bars, each with 
four recesses, as a play on words to symbolise the name 
of  the local community (Steg = bar or bridge, Litze = 
a cord of  twisted yarn). The fortified wall with a bear 
emblem to indicate Berlin was only added in 1956. 

The origin of  the name Steglitz cannot be reliably 
identified. In 1242 a “Heinrich of  Stegelitz” was 
named in a document. But we can only guess whether 
he founded Steglitz and gave it his name. The village 
of  “Stegelitz” itself  is first documented in the 1375 
inventory of  lands of  the crown issued by Charles IV. It 
is also possible that the name was derived from Slavic 
or Old German. A possible Slavic origin can be seen in 
the syllables “itz” (settlement) and “stygl” (situated 
on a hillside), which could be taken as a reference to 
the original location of  the village on Fichtenberg hill. 

A derivation from the Old German “Steg” (a simple 
narrow bridge) is also plausible in connection with the 
causeway which was the only crossing through the 
extended Bäke swamp that was passable throughout 
the year.

In 1907 the rural community of  Zehlendorf  also 
decided to use a coat of  arms. However, by contrast 
with the larger community of  Steglitz, this decision 
by the local council was not officially approved by the 
Ministry of  the Interior. The local community then 
continued to use the design for the coat of  arms as a 
seal, so when Zehlendorf  was finally granted a coat of  
arms in 1956, it only differed from the original coat of  
arms in minor details. 

The main features of  the coat of  arms of  Zehlendorf  
from the outset were a stylised green pine tree and 
a wavy river. Both elements symbolise the wealth 
of  woodland and water in the borough. The name 
“Cedelendorp”, which was first mentioned in 1242, was 
a derivation from the Slavic “zidal” (forest bee) and 
also referred to the great expanse of  woodland. 

When the boroughs merged on 1 January 2001, the 
motifs of  the two images were combined to create a 
new coat of  arms. The water and pine tree were taken 
over from Zehlendorf, and the eagle from Steglitz. The 
exact heraldic description today is: “A gold background 
behind a green pine tree with a black trunk on green 
ground, below that a wavy silver river, above it at the 
top of  the shield a hovering black eagle head with red 
beak and tongue. On the shield rests a red fortified 
wall top with three towers, with Berlin‘s coat of  arms 
adorning the central tower”.

Left:
Coat of  arms of  
Steglitz-Zehlendorf

Middle:
Coat of  arms of  
Zehlendorf

Right:
Coat of  arms of  
Steglitz
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Merger of  the borough 
and development up to today
The Berlin region saw rapid growth in the industrial 
revolution period. Conflicts for power between several 
towns and cities and dozens of  local communities, 
especially in building and traffic planning, was an 
enormous hindrance to the development of  the 
infrastructure. Enlarging Berlin by incorporation 
was not politically enforceable. The towns and cities 
insisted on their independence, and the outlying rural 
districts were not willing to relinquish the affluent 
local communities in the area around Berlin. Berlin 
had no interest in integrating areas with a weaker 
structure, and the royal Prussian state feared that the 
liberal and left-wing forces in the “red Berlin” could be 
strengthened.

Therefore a compromise was reached. On 19 July 1911 
the “special-purpose association for Greater Berlin” 
was formed. This gave the towns and cities the right to 
decide on transport development, construction planning 
and the purchase of  undeveloped land. This applied 
to Berlin, Charlottenburg, German Wilmersdorf, 
Lichtenberg, Neukölln, Schöneberg, Spandau and the 
rural districts of  Teltow and Niederbarnim.

Because it lacked administrative force, the special-
purpose association was not a complete success, 
but the harmonisation of  the price system for 15 
municipal and private tram networks was in itself  a 
remarkable achievement. The most significant result 
was the preservation of  large local recreation areas in 
the densely populated region. With the “permanent 

forest contract” of  1915, about 100 km2 of  forest 
were purchased and thus protected from building 
development. This contract is the reason why we still 
have the Grunewald today. 

After the first German Republic was proclaimed in 
1918, this paved the way for a real merger. The “Greater 
Berlin Act” of  27 April 1920 combined the towns and 
cities in the Köpenick special-purpose association, 
59 rural communities and 27 estate districts to form 
the city of  Berlin, which had now become a real 
metropolis with an area of  880 km2 and almost four 
million inhabitants. To facilitate the administration 
of  this unequal conglomerate and to assuage fears of  
an excessively powerful central government, Greater 
Berlin was divided into 20 boroughs which elected their 
own borough parliaments. This unique structure still 
exists today.

Each borough representatives‘ council (BVV) elects 
its own borough mayor and councillors for individual 
departments. Compared with the urban districts 
in other towns and cities, the boroughs in Berlin 
have far more autonomy in planning, finance and 
administration. Steglitz-Zehlendorf  lies in the south-
west of  Berlin and borders Potsdam, Teltow and 
Kleinmachnow. With the District Fusion 2001, the 
district now has 303,000 inhabitants and measures an 
enormous 103 km2, a third of  which is covered by lakes 
and forests. 

Nikolassee

Wannsee

Zehlendorf

Dahlem

Lichterfelde
Lankwitz

Steglitz
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Innovative business companies 
in the past and present
Steglitz-Zehlendorf  has long been known throughout 
the world as a business location with international 
companies and products. In the early industrialisation 
period at the end of  the 19th century, a number of  small 
industrial and craft companies were established here. 

The “New Photographic Society” (NPG), which was 
founded in Schöneberg in 1894 with ten employees, 
moved to Steglitz in 1897. Over the years the company 
rapidly grew, and soon it had 1200 employees. Around 
1900 NPG was already one of  the largest photography 
publishers in the world.

In 1890 Carl Paul Goerz founded the Goerz Works in 
Berlin-Steglitz. Initially, it produced optical lenses and 
cameras. The company prospered because of  Goerz‘s 
visionary abilities as a business entrepreneur. During 
the First World War the company exclusively developed 
and manufactured optical equipment for military use. 
In 1911 the company had about 2500 employees. The 
company built its own railway, which was popularly 
known as the “Goerzbahn” and stimulated the growth 
of  the whole industrial and commercial area.

From the 1960s the business location of  Steglitz-
Zehlendorf  continued its dynamic development with 
the founding and consolidation of  innovative companies 
working in technical, scientific and medical areas. In 
Steglitz-Zehlendorf  there are therefore a number of  
globally active companies with an innovative potential 
which offer a large number of  jobs. 

Industrial products and everyday items are produced 
here and marketed internationally, for example lock and 
security products, communication systems and drink 
containers. The option of  networking with expertise in 
a university, for example the Freie Universität Berlin, 
has led to a number of  pioneering products in the 
medical sector.

Industrial products and articles of  daily life are 
manufactured here and marketed internationally. The 
networking with university knowledge, for example from 
Freie Universität Berlin, has led to the development of  
future-oriented products in the medical field.

One main focus is in medical fields such as bone surgery, 
prostheses for joint replacement and the associated 
medical cement research. Devices for mechanical 
cardiac support, analysis instruments for technical 
and scientific use and innovative biotechnology and 
pharmaceutical products are another area. The 
marketing of  these products as protected intellectual 
property arising from the transfer of  knowledge also 
contributes to the positive reputation of  the borough 
and its business companies. 

Top: 
Postcard by the New 
Photographic Society 
(around 1900)

Bottom:
Knauer Contichrom
(Process plant)
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Village centres
Steglitz-Zehlendorf  developed from nine mediaeval 
villages grouped around a village green. A village green 
was a large communal meadow, which was usually 
elliptical in form. Between two separate rows of  houses 
there was a church, and sometimes a smithy and a 
pond. In places the remains of  the old villages can still 
be seen today, and the roads often follow the line of  the 
old village street. 

The original village structure is best preserved in 
Lankwitz and Lichterfelde, whereas the villages of  
Schönow and Glienicke only survive in name. In 
Giesensdorf  the small church can still be seen, and 
the Classicist Wrangel Palace (now the Steglitz manor 
house) still survives in Steglitz, even after its rapid 
growth as the largest village in Prussia.

Slavs settled at Stölpchensee in Wannsee and founded 
the village of  Stolpe around 1100. In 1469 there was a 
small half-timbered church there, which later had to 
be demolished because it was derelict. At the command 

of  King Friedrich Wilhelm IV. a new church of  yellow 
regional bricks was erected in 1858/59 to a design by 
Friedrich August Stüler. Its thick tower gives it the 
impression of  a Romanesque cathedral. Since 1958 the 
church tower has housed a carillon with 18 bells which 
are rung every hour. 

In the Middle Ages there were several settlements in 
the area which is now Zehlendorf, but they were given 
up after a short time. The original Zehlendorf  existed 
roughly between 1170 and 1220. In this mediaeval 
village there was a small hewn stone church which was 
destroyed in the Seven Year War. By order of  Friedrich 
II. an octagonal Baroque church was built on the site 
in 1768 and it is still preserved today.

The old village centre in Dahlem is still clearly present. 
Beneath the village green is an old ice cellar (a former 
underground cooling room), and at the western end is 
St. Annen village church. The Gothic frescoes in the 
chancel are regarded as the oldest example of  wall 

Top: Village church 
in Lichterfelde
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painting in Berlin. During the Nazi era, St. Annen was 
a centre of  the “confessing church”, and it is the only 
pilgrimage church in Berlin. 

To the north of  the village green is the Domäne Dahlem, 
an ecological farm with an agricultural museum, a 
range of  leisure pursuits and thematic markets. The 
manor house dating from 1560 is the oldest secular 
building in Berlin.

The complex is rounded off  by Dahlem Village 
underground station, which has a thatched half-
timbered farmhouse as its entrance and an interior in 
the Art Deco style. In Japan the building was voted 
as the most beautiful underground station in Europe 
in 1987.

Top:
Giesendorf  church
(Lichterfelde, 
Osdorfer Straße)

Middle left: 
Entrance to the 
Dahlem ice cellar

Middle right: 
Dahlem Village 
underground station 

Bottom left: 
St. Annen 
village church

Bottom right: 
Stölpchensee church 
(Wannsee)
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From the beginnings 
to international significance
Dahlem, with its hundred years of  history in science 
and research and the highest density of  academic 
institutions in Germany, has an international 
reputation. Around 1900, under Emperor Wilhelm II., 
it became accepted that science and research must be 
intellectually and financially independent in order to 
achieve outstanding results. Therefore, it was decided 
that they should be subsidised by the state. The 
German universities were enlarged and modernised. 
In Berlin a “German Oxford” arose on the land of  the 
royal Domäne Dahlem.

As early as 1902, the newly built Pharmaceutical 
Institute of  the original „Friedrich Wilhelm University” 
opened its doors. In 1905 the Imperial Biological 
Institution for Agriculture and Forestry moved into 
a new building in Dahlem. Experimental areas for 
“field trials” already existed in the Domäne. In 1910 

the Botanic Garden opened in its new location together 
with the Royal Gardening Academy. Soon afterwards, 
the Royal Materials Testing Institute opened. 

The foundation of  the legendary Kaiser Wilhelm 
Society (KWG) in 1911 led to the creation of  a number 
of  other scientific institutes focused on basic research. 
Before the start of  the First World War, institutes 
named after Kaiser Wilhelm were created for physical 
chemistry and electro-chemistry, for chemistry, for 
biology and for experimental therapy with procedures 
for the diagnosis and therapy of  illnesses.

Of  the 25 German Nobel Prize winners between 1901, 
when the Nobel Prize was first awarded, and 1933, 
when the National Socialists seized power, five science 
prizewinners came from the KWG Institute for Physical 
Chemistry and Electro-Chemistry in Dahlem. There 

Top:
Entrance to the 
Henry Ford Building 
of  the Freie Universität 
Berlin
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were also four physicists. The most famous was Albert 
Einstein, who worked in Dahlem from 1914 to 1932. 
In the first third of  the 20th century Germany became 
the leading country for science, and other nations such 
as the USA and England followed Germany‘s lead with 
their scientific organisations. 

In 1944 the chemist and pacifist Otto Hahn was awarded 
the Nobel Prize for his discovery of  nuclear fission in 
1938. The theoretical explanation of  his discovery was 
published by his long-standing collaborator in Dahlem, 
Lise Meitner, together with her nephew Otto Robert 
Frisch, both of  whom lived in exile as Jews. The grass-
covered hill near the “Tower of  Lightning” on the 
current site of  the Max Planck Institute of  Physics, 
which housed Otto Hahn‘s “Uranium Machine”, can 
still be seen today. 

Today the Dahlem campus is Germany’s fourth largest 
scientific location.

Top:
Konrad Zuse Centre 

Middle:
Institute of  Philosophy 
of  the Freie Universität 
Berlin

Bottom left: 
Fritz Haber linden tree 
with wild roses, the 
flower of  the alchemists

Bottom right: 
Entrance of  the 
Max Planck Institute
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Small district 
structures in 
the borough
The sub-centres

In the development of  the borough, a variety of  
commercial sub-centres have arisen in the former 
village centres and at focal transport hubs such as 
crossroads and stations. Some of  these sub-centres are 
urban in character, others are quiet and peaceful.

Kranoldplatz is a busy road junction which also has 
several bus routes, and together with Lankwitzer 
Straße it has become an urban shopping area near the 
regional and urban railway station Lichterfelde-East, 
and it attracts customers from a catchment area which 
extends as far as Teltow.

Banks, numerous shops, doctors‘ surgeries, law firms 
and various restaurants and pubs can be found in the 
Lichterfelde villa district which was originally created 
by the business entrepreneur Johann Carstenn. There 
is also a covered shopping arcade. Twice a week there is 
an open air market on Kranoldplatz.

Zehlendorf-Mitte, the old town center with the 
village church and local museum, is the largest of  the 
prosperous residential and shopping districts of  the 
urban centers, with the Teltower Damm, Clayallee 
and Berliner Straße. Thanks to good bus and train 
connections, visitors are attracted to business by 
many banks, supermarkets, shops, craftsmen with 
high quality products and other service providers. The 
town hall Zehlendorf  with the separate stand office at 
the Teltower dam and other authorities attract more 
interested parties. The Dorfaue Zehlendorf  invites you 
to spend some time with your Christmas market.
 
A sub-center in the middle size area is the business 
district around the subway station Dahlem-Dorf, 
which stands in the Berlin monument list. The subway 
station has a subway station with the Queen Luise 
street, a main road with some bus lines. Directly 
opposite the station lies the Freilandmuseum Domain 
Dahlem, which attracts visitors from far away. But it 
also lives from the nearby Freie Universität Berlin with 
its campus and therefore has a rather young audience. 
A conference center with Campushotel completes the 
university offer.

The commercial outlets near the university are varied 
and geared to the needs of  students. A restaurant with 
a beer garden close to the underground station, which 
is known throughout the city, attracts many visitors. 
Mexikoplatz, which arose at the beginning of  the 20th 

Top: 
Mexikoplatz

Middle: 
Zehlendorf-Mitte

Bottom: 
Dahlem village
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century with its shops and houses in the country house 
style, draws its economic importance largely from its 
Jugendstil station building. A popular open air market 
is held in front of  the station every Saturday, and 
during advent there is a Christmas market. 

The Nikolassee estate of  villa-type houses, which was 
founded in 1901, is one of  the quieter regional sub-
centres in Zehlendorf  and has a cultivated shopping 
centre. Residents of  the local area, which mainly 
consists of  villas, do their local shopping here. A well-
known nearby site is the “Spinnerbrucke” or “bridge of  
mad people”, which is a very popular meeting point for 
motorbikers. 

Top: 
Mexikoplatz station

Middle: 
Lichterfelde-East with 
the signal 
control building

Bottom left: 
Spinnerbrücke 
(bridge of  mad people)

Bottom right: 
Nikolassee shopping 
street
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Schloßstraße, most attractive  
shopping boulevard in Berlin
Schloßstraße is almost a mile and a half  long, and it 
is a popular shopping street in Steglitz-Zehlendorf. 
The road was originally created at the end of  the 18th 
century as Alte Reichstraße 1, and it was renamed as 
Schloßstraße in the second half  of  the 19th century. In 
1900 it was widened and improved for use as a modern 
main road. 

The name refers to the palace at the end of  the former 
village green which is now known as “Gutshaus 
Steglitz” (Steglitz manor house). It was built in 1804 for 
Carl Friedrich von Beyme and later used as a country 
residence by Field Marshal Friedrich von Wrangel 
(“Wrangel Palace”).

Farming estates, a church, a village smithy and 
restaurants were established around the southern end 
of  this main road. As a result, Schloßstraße became a 

popular day trip destination for the people of  Steglitz. 
Residential buildings with between two and five 
storeys were built. Front gardens were eliminated and 
numerous shops were opened, so the road gradually 
became a shopping boulevard. When the old Steglitz 
town hall was built, the administration for Steglitz also 
moved to Schloßstraße.

The foundation stone for the town hall was laid on 13 
December 1896. The building was officially opened on 
22 March 1898. The facade was built of  red brick in the 
Gothic style.

On 23 March 1907 the Steglitz businessman Moritz 
Feidt opened the first multi-storey department store 
in what is now Kieler Straße. After the Second World 
War, Schloßstraße became the second most important 
shopping centre in West Berlin. In the course of  time 

Top:
Forum Steglitz 
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department stores such as Karstadt and Wertheim, 
shoe and textile stores and many other retail stores 
were also built. 

Today, there is very little residential accommodation 
in Schloßstraße, dwellings are mainly concentrated in 
rear buildings in side streets. In many houses of  the 
Schloßstraße the upper storeys of  the front buildings 
mainly contain business premises, medical surgeries, 
offices and law firms.

A new kind of  shopping arose in 1970 with the opening 
of  the Forum Steglitz which was based on the model 
of  the Europa Center near to Kurfürstendamm. Shops, 
restaurants and the traditional Born Market were 
all contained under one roof. Over time, even more 
buildings designed as “centres” arose. 

In 1955 building work began on underground route 
9, which has linked Schloßstraße to Berlin‘s local 
transport system since the 1960s. Another transport 
hub is the nearby Steglitz urban railway (S-Bahn) 
station.

Schloßstraße is also a cultural centre in the borough. 
Outstanding cultural facilities include the completely 
refurbished traditional cinema “CINEPLEX Titania” 
(formerly the “Titania Palace”), the Schwartzsche 
Villa, St. Matthew‘s Church, Steglitz manor house with 
the Schlosspark Theater in the adjacent building and 
the Adria cinema. These institutions became known for  
numerous historical and international film, music and 
theatre performances

Top:
Steglitz manor house, 
the “Wrangel Palace”
with the Schlosspark 
Theater

Bottom left: 
Bierpinsel

Bottom right: 
Town hall and the 
shopping centre 
“Das Schloss”
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Royal Garden Academy in Dahlem
The Royal Garden Academy was opened in 2008 when 
the Royal Gardeners’ Institute, which was moved from 
Potsdam to Berlin-Dahlem, dismissed many gardeners 
and artists in the name of  the famous Prussian garden 
director Peter Joseph Lenné.

This is another green oasis in the south-west of  Berlin 
with the highest demands on the garden culture. The 
Royal Garden Academy and the restored archaeological 
gardens of  the former royal gardening school are today 
immediate neighbors and separated only by a gate. At 
the Royal Garden Academy, however, not only gardeners 
are pleased. Also for shaded balconies and sunny 
terraces you will find here the suitable plants, which are 
presented on Schaubeeten and surfaces, and in theme 
gardens make lust for gardening. The customer can find 
the necessary accessories in the charming greenhouses. 
In the farm garden a colorful mix of  perennials grows, 
the Japanese Senkgarten invites as a “garden of  the 
moment” to the inner retreat. The historic Rosengarten 

with arboretum has been accessible to the public since 
June 2014 due to a comprehensive restoration by the 
TU Berlin and Pückler Gesellschaft e.

Every year, up to 450,000 visitors visit the Royal 
Garden Academy. The attraction and relaxation point 
is the café, which is housed in a greenhouse. Until the 
late autumn, sunny places under the old coniferous 
trees lure visitors into the garden.

Top:
Royal
Garden Academy 
Dahlem

Contact:
Altensteinstraße 15 a
14195 Berlin
www.koenigliche-
gartenakademie.de
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Where the Arnimallee meets Königin-Luise-Straße, 
a semicircular jewel of  a square opens. The small, 
horticultural complex with a pergola pier once led 
to the main entrance to the Royal Garden Teaching 
Institute. The institution, now used by the Technische 
Universität Berlin and the Royal Garden Academy, was 
one of  the most important state institutions, which 
could be relocated to the „domain of  science“, based 
on the concept of  the Ministerial Director Friedrich 
Althoff. In 1903, the educational institution moved 
into its new district, which was considerably more 
extensive than it is today. It was later extended to ten 
hectares and reached the Takustraße. From the outset, 
the teaching institution was also geared to research. 
The horticultural facilities with the task of  a teaching 
and research garden were of  particular importance.

Top left: 
Royal gardening school 

Royal gardening school 
Berlin-Dahlem
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Top:
Glienicke Palace

UNESCO World Heritage Site of  the 
Berlin-Potsdam cultural landscape

Today‘s unique cultural landscape in Potsdam and 
Berlin started to develop in 1745 when Friedrich II. 
began construction work on Sanssouci Palace, and over 
the centuries it has become one of  the most important 
international palace and garden monuments.
 
UNESCO sees this cultural landscape as the “design 
of  a landscape area in the context of  monarchist 
ideas about the state and bourgeois attempts at 
emancipation”, and on 1 January 1991 it accepted it 
into the list of  UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 

On the Berlin side of  this cultural landscape, in the 
Zehlendorf  district of  Wannsee, are Glienicke Bridge, 
Peacock Island, Glienicke Palace, Glienicke Hunting 

Lodge, Blockhaus Nikolskoe and the Church of  St. 
Peter and Paul.

In 1793 King Friedrich Wilhelm II. of  Prussia 
purchased Peacock Island, which had not yet been 
designed as a landscape garden. 

For his mistress Wilhelmine Enke, who was declared 
Countess of  Lichtenau in 1796, he had a palace designed 
and built by the court master carpenter Brendel from 
1794 to 1797. Based on the Roman villa style, the 
building was largely made of  wood, like a theatrical 
stage setting. The palace has not been lived in since 
1840, but the palace and its inventory are still almost 
fully preserved.



Worth knowing

23

UNESCO World Heritage Site of  the 
Berlin-Potsdam cultural landscape Top:

Glienicke Palace 
(inner courtyard)

Bottom left: 
Church of  
St. Peter and Paul

Bottom right: 
Palace on 
Peacock Island

Friedrich Wilhelm III., the son of  Friedrich Wilhelm 
II., commissioned the landscape gardener Peter Joseph 
Lenné and the architect Karl Friedrich Schinkel to 
design the landscape and buildings for the island. 
Several buildings were constructed, such as the Palm 
House which was completed in 1831 and burnt down in 
1880 and which was architecturally pioneering at the 
time. The exotic animals which were kept on the island 
formed the beginnings of  the first German zoo which 
was opened in 1844 in Berlin-Tiergarten.

In 1819 Friedrich Wilhelm III. commissioned the 
construction of  Blockhaus Nikolskoe in the Russian 
farmhouse style at the southern end of  the eastern 
bank of  the Havel, opposite Peacock Island. It was 
designed to commemorate the wedding of  his daughter 
Charlotte to the Russian Grand Duke Nicholas two 
years previously. 

In addition, St. Peter and Paul Church was built close 
to the Blockhaus from 1834 to 1837 to plans by the 
Berlin architect August Stüler in the style of  Russian 
orthodox churches. After its completion, Lenné carried 
out the landscaping of  the adjoining garden. It was 
designed with a network of  paths which created a 
number of  vantage points offering views of  the Havel 
and Peacock Island.

The creation of  Glienicke Park with the current Glie- 
nicke Palace and the other buildings began in 1682. In 
that year, Glienicke Hunting Lodge was built in the 
Baroque style for Elector Friedrich III. Its appearance 
today with the tower results from the 1889 designs by 
the architect Albert Geyer.

It was not until the time of  Prince Carl of  Prussia, 
the third son of  Wilhelm III., that Glienicke Park was 

designed and landscaped by Lenné in 1824. The palace, 
built from 1825 to 1828 in the form of  an Italian villa, 
and the other buildings in the Classicist style, were 
mainly designed by Schinkel. Close to Glienicke Park is 
Glienicke Bridge, a steel structure dating from 1907. It 
was preceded by two wooden bridges built in the 17th and 
18th century and a stone bridge built in 1834 to plans by 
Schinkel. After the repair of  heavy war damage, it was 
reopened in December 1949 as the “Bridge of  Unity”. 
During the Cold War, Glienicke Bridge was known as the 
“Bridge of  Spies”. It was the place where agents and 
dissidents were exchanged. Otherwise, only military 
personnel and diplomats were allowed to use the bridge.  

Since 10 November 1989 the bridge has been freely 
accessible to everyone. The line of  the boundary can 
still be seen on the bridge by the different shades of  
green paint. 
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Top left: 
Great Curiosity 
(Glienicke Park)

Top right: 
Stibadium 
(Glienicke Park)

Bottom: 
Glienicke Bridge



Worth knowing

25

Industrial and commercial estates 
in Steglitz
In the course of  the development of  Steglitz-
Zehlendorf, a number of  large and small industrial and 
commercial estates arose. This was not so much due to 
the existence of  Teltow Canal as to the opportunity 
to create jobs in manufacturing, production and 
development on previously undeveloped land. Steglitz 
combined heat and power plant, which was built in 
1911, and Lichterfelde power station on Barnackufer 
were the only industrial complexes which owed their 
construction to Teltow Canal.

A small industrial estate arose in Lankwitz in 1900. The 
Hollerith factory was built here, and was taken over 
by IBM in 1924. Another production site arose around 
the turn of  the century in the area of  Birkbuschstraße, 
Siemensstraße and Luisenstraße (now Nicolaistraße) 
with the factory buildings of  the “New Photographic 
Society” (NPG). In the 1960s Loewe Opta produced 
radios and televisions at Steglitz harbour.

On the site there was also a machine tool factory 
and the Kascho company which was founded by two 
business entrepreneurs to process raw cocoa into cocoa 
powder and chocolate, and which existed for about 40 
years. The structure of  this estate has changed over 
recent years. Where there was once hectic activity, 
there are now a medium-sized special steel dealer and 
several innovative medical and IT companies. 

An land reform in 1938 changed the borough boundaries 
to the south-east, so that the Zehlendorf  industrial 
estates became part of  Steglitz. In 1908 the Elberfelder 
paper factory was the first company to establish itself  
east of  Schönow. In 1919 it switched to the production 
of  artificial viscose silk and changed its name to 
“Spinnstofffabrik Zehlendorf  GmbH” (Zehlendorf  
textile factory). In the same year it began producing 
rayon. 

In 1916 the Goerz Works opened in Steglitz after 
initially starting to produce optical and precision 
mechanical appliances in Friedenau in 1897. The 
company was expanding its operations during the 
war years and needed larger production facilities, so 
it moved to Steglitz. A railway connection and a small 
works housing estate were built for the workers. In 
1926 Zeiss-Ikon took over the Goerz Works in a merger. 

Other companies which were founded between 1934 
and 1941 included the Continental electrical works and 
the Telefunken factory. After 1945 the industrial estate 
between Goerzallee and Teltow Canal was extended. 
Many renowned companies moved there. Today the site 
also has consumer markets and service companies. 

Bottom:
Lichterfelde 
power station 
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Top:
Entrance to Zehlendorf  
local history museum 

Contact:
Home Society Zehlendorf, 
Clayallee 355, 
14169 Berlin,
www.heimatmuseum-
zehlendorf.de
Home Society Steglitz, 
Drakestraße 64 a,
12205 Berlin,
www.heimatverein-
steglitz.de

Local heritage societies 
in Steglitz-Zehlendorf
In 1923 today‘s “Steglitz Museum”, which has borne 
this name since 2004, was founded by the Steglitz local 
heritage society. The co-founder and chairman of  the 
society was Karl Buhrow, who was the mayor of  the 
borough at the time. 
The local heritage society collected documents and 
exhibits to preserve the history of  the local community. 
Its activities also included guided tours, readings and 
exhibitions. Today the history and development of  
the individual areas in the borough can be seen in the 
museum. Topics from the areas of  art and culture are 
dealt with in special exhibitions.
The reference library has a significant stock of  books and 
records from the history of  Steglitz and many works by 
writers who have lived in Steglitz. It also has books and 
CDs published by the society itself. Historical postcards 
and numerous photographs, including aerial photographs 
and a collection of  maps of  Steglitz, can also be found in 

the archive. Large parts of  the archive have already been 
recorded in an on-line database and can be called up on 
the Internet. Steglitz local heritage society is supported 
on a voluntary basis.
Zehlendorf  local history museum, sponsored by 
Zehlendorf  local heritage society which was founded in 
1886, aims to stimulate interest in the historical heritage 
and the present of  the borough. Local history information 
is available for anyone. The society has its office in the 
local history museum, a former school building dating 
from 1828 which is part of  the surviving village centre. 
Any interested citizen can become a member. And anyone 
is invited to take part in guided tours, trips, lectures 
and walks. Twice a year the local history newsletter is 
published, and all members receive it free of  charge 
together with the yearbook which is published at the end 
of  each year. The aim of  both local heritage societies is to 
enrich the cultural life of  the borough.
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Top:
House of  the 
Wannsee Conference

Contact:
Am Großen 
Wannsee 56 – 58,
14109 Berlin,
www.ghwk.de

House of  the Wannsee Conference, 
stumbling stones and wall of  mirrors

On 20 January 1942 the implementation of  systematic 
genocide against the Jews was discussed in the Villa 
Marlier in Berlin-Wannsee. This conference went down 
in history as the “Wannsee Conference”. Today this 
place of  terror serves as a memorial and educational 
site to keep the memory of  the victims alive and to 
remind us never to let the same thing happen again. 

The SS-Obergruppenführer Reinhard Heydrich, chief  
of  the Security Police and the Security Service, was 
commissioned by Hermann Goering on 31 July 1941 to 
organise the “Final Solution of  the Jewish Question”. 
The mass murder of  the Jewish population had already 
begun, and Heydrich‘s concern was to organise it in 
detail and to ensure and coordinate the cooperation 
between the ministries and the highest public 

authorities in the Reich. To this end, he convened a 
strictly secret “Final Solution” conference to be held on 
20 January 1942. The meeting took about 90 minutes 
and was attended by 15 senior civil servants of  the 
National Socialist government. They were secretaries 
of  state in various ministries, senior officials in the 
police, Gestapo and SS and a ministerial director. The 
results of  the conference were summarised by the senior 
SS storm unit leader Adolf  Eichmann, the head of  the 
“Jewish Department” of  the Gestapo, in the minutes.
 
The house “Am Grossen Wannsee 56–58” is situated 
on the northern edge of  the Alsen estate and was 
built in 1915 for the industrialist Ernst Marlier by 
the architect Paul O. A. Baumgarten, whose previous 
projects had included the Villa Liebermann. After 
Heydrich‘s assassination, the property was forfeited to 
the National Police Treasury in 1943.

House of the Wannsee Conference
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Top: 
Former dining room 
in the House of  the 
Wannsee Conference

Bottom: 
Stumbling stones at 
Berlepschstraße 4  
(Zehlendorf)

Stumbling stones remind us of  the fate of  people 
who were deported or assassinated by the National 
Socialists. In front of  the last freely chosen dwellings of  
the victims the initiator of  the project, the artist Gunter 
Demnig, placed cubic concrete stones measuring ten 
by ten centimetres into the pavement and fitted them 
with brass memorial plaques. This keeps the memory 
of  those people alive. “A human being is only forgotten 
when his name is forgotten”, says Demnig. He has laid 
over 20,000 of  these stumbling stones in more than 500 
towns, cities and local communities in Germany, the 
Netherlands, Austria and Hungary since 1995.

The first stumbling stone in Steglitz-Zehlendorf  was 
laid in December 2005 in Onkel-Tom-Straße 91 to 
commemorate the paediatrician Dr. Fritz Demuth. He 
died in Ausschwitz concentration camp in May 1944. 
The project „Stolpersteine“ has recorded hundreds of  
victims from the district in a memorial book.

Stumbling stones
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Top:
Wall of  mirrors on 
Hermann-Ehlers-Platz

The wall of  mirrors designed by the Berlin architects 
Wolfgang Goeschel and Joachim von Rosenberg with 
the cooperation of  the historicist Norbert Burkert 
is situated on the extension of  the line leading to the 
former Steglitz synagogue on Herrmann-Ehlers-Platz 
and is located in the rear courtyard of  the house at 
Düppelstraße 41.

This synagogue was not burned down by the National 
Socialists in the Pogrom Night like most of  Berlin‘s 
original 80 synagogues, but it was completely 
devastated. The building has been a listed monument 
since 1987. The exterior was renovated in keeping with 
conservation principles by the owner who bought it in 
the same year. Today the former synagogue is used as 
an  office building.

The “wall of  mirrors” was dedicated on 7 June 1995. 
It is nine metres wide, three and a half  metres high 
and twenty centimetres deep, and with its cladding 
of  stainless steel panels it is an impressive monument 
which recalls the Jewish history of  Berlin. 

Wall of mirrors
The wall documents the names of  1723 Jews who 
were deported from Berlin. There are pages from the 
preserved deportation lists which give the names, date 
of  birth and addresses of  Jews who were deported to 
the concentration and assassination camps from the 
borough of  Steglitz. The wall also contains details of  
Jews deported from other boroughs in Berlin. Picture 
panels are embedded between the names, and a picture 
of  the portal of  the synagogue with a chronicle of  the 
Jews of  Steglitz can be seen. 

The wall not only reflects the beholder, it also reflects 
the market which dominates this open space on three 
days each week. This creates a synthesis between the 
past and the present. In October 1992 the design was 
awarded a prize, and the “wall of  mirrors” itself  was 
honoured in exhibitions in places such as New York, 
Washington and Cape Town as an outstanding example 
of  successful commemorative art. 
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Top:
Hotel and conference 
centre Seminaris
CampusHotel Berlin

Architects, architecture and 
architectural monuments
Both Prussian master builders and contemporary 
architects have left their mark on Steglitz-Zehlendorf.

The old masters include Karl Friedrich Schinkel who 
designed Glienicke Palace in Wannsee, which is part 
of  the World Heritage. Schinkel decisively influenced 
Classicism in Prussia. He was the founder of  the 
Schinkel School and the Prussian Building Academy.

His pupil, Friedrich August Stüler, designed the 
Church of  St. Peter and Paul in Nikolskoe and the 
village church in Stolpe. Gustav Lilienthal, the brother 
of  Otto Lilienthal, was not only an aviation pioneer 
and the inventor of  the Anker and Stabil model 
construction system, he was also a master builder and 
a social reformer. His imaginatively designed villas in 
the English Tudor style can be admired in Lichterfelde-
West.

Bruno Taut is well known as a proponent of  “New 
Building” and as the architect of  the “Onkel-Toms-
Hütte” housing estate. It is popularly referred to as a 
the parrot estate because Bruno Taut gave this estate 
a special atmosphere by his choice of  colours and the 
way he took the light of  the rising and setting sun into 
account.

Walter Gropius was the founder of  the Bauhaus, 
Germany‘s most famous architecture and design 
school of  classical Modernism which briefly had 
its headquarters in Birkbuschstraße in Steglitz. 
He also designed Villa Sommerfeld, a log house in 
Limonenstraße in Dahlem. This house was built for a 
timber merchant.

Lord Norman Foster, who is famous for his design 
of  the Reichstag dome, was responsible for the 
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Top:
Villa “Sommerfeld”

Bottom:
Institute of  Philosophy

refurbishment of  the university building known as 
the “Rostlaube” (rusty shack) and the construction of  
the new Philological Library of  the Freie Universität 
Berlin. Heinrich Baller, another architect with an 
international reputation, sees his buildings partly as 
a contribution to the concept of  the “Biotope City”, 
which aims to integrate natural areas into big cities 
around the world. In the south-west of  Berlin Heinrich 
Baller, together with his wife Inken, was involved in the 
construction of  the new Institute of  Philosophy of  the 
Freie Universität Berlin.

Helmut Jahn, a German star architect from Chicago 
who was responsible for the famous and remarkable 
Sony Centre on Potsdamer Platz, designed the 
spectacular hotel and conference centre Seminaris 
CampusHotel Berlin, a modern glass and steel building. 
It is sometimes called the “Dahlem Cube” and is in 
direct proximity to the Freie Universität Berlin. At 
the groundbreaking ceremony, Jahn suggested that the 
building could be called the “Glaslaube” (glass shack) 
as a play on the “Rostlaube” (rusty shack) and the 
“Silberlaube” (silver shack) which had dominated the 
campus in Berlin-Dahlem since they were built in 1973 
and 1978 respectively. 
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Top: 
Liebermann Villa

Liebermann-Villa
Max Liebermann, who was born on 20 July 1847, 
was one of  the most important painters of  German 
Impressionism. His realistic portrayals earned him the 
title “Painter of  the Ugly”.

On one of  his study trips in 1880, which took him to the 
Netherlands, he discovered a lighting style which was 
later named after him, the Liebermann sunlight effect, 
which involved a selective portrayal of  partly self-
coloured light in order to heighten the atmosphere of  
the picture. In the same year he was the first German to 
be given an honourable mention at the Paris Salon for 
his work “The old men‘s house in Amsterdam”.

In 1897 Liebermann had presented his first exhibition at 
the Academy of  the Arts in Berlin. Shortly afterwards 
he was accepted into the Academy, appointed as a 
Professor, and in 1920 he was elected as its President.

The Berlin Secession, a group of  Berlin painters 
which deliberately set itself  apart from the dominant 

academic nature of  the art trade, was formed in 1898 
with Liebermann as its chairman. On 30 June 1927 he 
became an honorary citizen of  Berlin.

After the National Socialists seized power in 1933 
he resigned his post and spent his last two years in 
seclusion. He died in 1935 in his house on Pariser Platz.

On 14 July 1909 Max Liebermann bought land at 
Große Seestraße 24, which is now Colomierstraße 3. The 
elongated land parcel, which consisted of  two plots, 
had an area of  7,260 m2. It was situated in the Alsen 
estate, an area of  summer villas which was founded in 
1863 by the banker Wilhelm Conrad.

In July 1910 Liebermann and his family moved into the 
villa, which he lovingly called his “Little Versailles”. 
But his real paradise was the garden. More than 200 
of  his works were painted there. After Liebermann‘s 
death, his wife let the villa to tenants. But in 1938 the 
National Socialists forced her to sell it. The building 
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Top and bottom: 
The garden of  
the Liebermann Villa

Contact:
Colomierstraße 3, 
14109 Berlin, 
www.liebermann-villa.de

was initially used by the German Reichspost, and from 
the end of  the war until 1969 it was a hospital. The 
property was handed back to Liebermann‘s daughter, 
who sold it to the federal state of  Berlin in 1958. 

The garden has been a protected monument since 1987, 
and the villa since 1995. This was achieved by the Max 
Liebermann Society which was formed in 1995. Two 
years later, the society also ensured that the property 
would be used as a museum. 

In 2002 work began to restore the house and garden 
based on the historical model, so the original condition 
gradually became visible again. This work was 
completed in 2006, and the museum was opened. Since 
then, interested visitors have been able to share in Max 
Liebermann‘s life. In his house some of  his works can 
be viewed. The garden and a cafe invite  a place to relax. 
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Top and bottom: 
Working in the 
laboratory

Helmholtz-
Zentrum Berlin
Today‘s Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin (HZB) in Wannsee 
is the result of  a merger between the former Hahn-
Meitner Institute and the Berlin Electron Storage 
Ring Society for Synchrotron Radiation (BESSY). It 
is a nuclear research centre which operates two large 
machines, BER II and BESSY II. The uniqueness of  
HZB in the scientific research community is that it can 
use the research reactor and the electron storage ring in 
combination. 

The official opening of  the Hahn-Meitner Institute in 
Wannsee in 1959 was personally attended by the Berlin 
mayor of  the time, Willy Brandt, and the founders of  
the nuclear age, Otto Hahn and Lise Meitner.

In cooperation with the Paintings Gallery of  the 
Berlin State Museums, paintings have been examined 
by neutron radiation in Wannsee for over 20 years to 
investigate their different stages, such as the structure of  
the layers of  paint. On the basis of  the results gathered 
over several months, art historians can determine the 
time of  painting, the style and the artistic technique 
of  a picture. Questions about the authenticity of  
paintings can also be answered. The Paintings Gallery 
is the only museum in the world which systematically 
uses neutron autoradiography (NAR) and integrates 
the process into its museum work. 

Another special instrument is the small angle neutron 
scattering machine at the HZB. It examines nanoscale 
surface structures. By contrast with other research 
centres, the machine in Berlin can conduct an 
experiment continuously over a period of  several days. 
The machine is made available to selected national 
and international scientists and also to industry for 
research purposes.

Together with the Charité university medicine institute, 
a therapy has been developed for the medical treatment 
of  eye tumours by proton radiation. Experiments 
with neutron scattering in combination with strong 
magnetic fields and low temperatures are a speciality 
of  Berlin‘s Helmholtz-Zentrum. Nowhere else is there 
greater expertise in subjecting samples to neutron 
radiation in extremely strong magnetic fields, and thus 
investigating the latest questions in Physics, Chemistry, 
Biochemistry and Materials Science.
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Top:
Research institute 
“Centre of  Modern 
Oriental Studies”

Centre of  Modern Oriental Studies
In 1996 the Centre of  Modern Oriental Studies (ZMO) 
was founded in Berlin as a non-university facility for 
historical, cultural and social sciences. Its main interest 
is focused on the countries of  the Middle East, south-
east Asia and Africa.

After the Academy of  Science of  the GDR was legally 
discontinued, the institute was founded again in 1992 
under the auspices of  the Max Planck Society as the 
“Research Institute for Modern Oriental Studies”.

Since 1996 the ZMO has been sponsored by the 
Association of  Humanities Centres in Berlin. The 
Freie Universität Berlin in Dahlem, the Humboldt 
Universität, the Technische Universität and various 
academies belong to this association.

In July 2006 the Science Advisory Board of  Germany, a 
committee which advises the national government and 
the federal states on scientific and academic questions, 
defined the content of  the work of  the centre as follows: 
“The Centre of  Modern Oriental Studies (ZMO) in 
Berlin is deemed to have the potential of  a national 
research institute for fundamental interdisciplinary 
research in Muslim regions, and this should be 
preserved, systematically extended and expanded by 
increased national and international networking.” 

The centre is based in a country house in Nikolassee 
designed by the architect Muthesius. It brings together 
ethnologists, historians, Islamic scholars, economists, 
psychologists and representatives of  other disciplines 
to work on topics with a thematic and geographical 
relevance. 
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Düppel Museum Village
The open air museum “Düppel Museum Village”, 
situated on an area of  eight hectares in the district of  
Düppel, belongs to the Berlin City Museum Foundation. 
Mediaeval remains from around 1200 were found on the 
site by chance in 1939.

Later excavations uncovered a whole village, and this 
led to the idea of  reconstructing the village and making 
it accessible to the public. The remains of  the settlement 
probably originate from a German-Slavic population.

In 1975 a sponsorship committee for Düppel Museum 
Village was founded, and in addition to financing the 
project it continues even now to involve itself  actively 
in the preservation and design of  the village. The work 
of  reconstructing the historical village was carried 
out under academic supervision and with mediaeval 
techniques. In this way, the project is developing into 
an “internationally recognised centre of  experimental 
archaeology” in the middle of  the borough, and its 
results are regularly published. Tours are possible from 

the spring through to the autumn, and they can be 
accompanied by a competent guide. 

The huts in the mediaeval village, which was protected 
by a palisade fence, are reconstructed with the exact 
floor plan of  the original huts. Visitors today can see 
agriculture in the original three field system and with 
the appropriate implements, such as the plough. 

In the livestock programme of  Düppel Museum 
Village, old domestic animal races are being bred back 
and cared for. In addition to an ox, the village also has 
a herd of  sheep, including white and black sheep of  the 
small rare native “Skudden” breed, and the “Düppel 
pasture pig”, a bred-back race from the Middle Ages. 
The pasture pig was once used to tend difficult terrain, 
for example in wetland sites and fallow land. 

Beekeeping (apiculture) is presented, and contemporary 
materials such as artificial wooden hives are produced 
as replicas of  the original types. 
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The village square in the horseshoe-shaped settlement is 
particularly inviting. There is an oak tree in the middle. 
Beneath its broad, broom-shaped branches visitors can 
find a shady place to sit. There, the eye of  the beholder 
falls on the village granary at the end of  the square, 
which is well filled in summer and has freshly mown 
hay laid out to dry around its edges. 
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Zehlendorf  forest cemetery, which is laid out like a 
park, is situated in the southwest of  Berlin. In 1945 it 
was integrated into an existing pine forest, and with 
its area of  37.69 hectares it is the largest federal state 
cemetery in the borough. The approximately 40,000 
graves include 44 recognised graves of  honour for 
prominent personalities from culture and politics.

One of  the most famous graves of  honour is the grave 
of  Willy Brandt (1913 – 1992), the former Governing 
Mayor of  Berlin-West (1957 – 1966), Federal Chancellor 
of  the Federal Republic of  Germany (1969 – 1974) 
and Nobel Peace Prize winner (1971). Ernst Reuter 
(1889-1953), Berlin‘s lord mayor in the years of  the 
Berlin blockade in 1948/49, also found his last rest in 
Zehlendorf  forest cemetery.

Another grave of  honour commemorates the film star 
Hildegard Knef  (1925 – 2002). She had her break- 
through as an actress in 1946 with the first German 
post-war film “Die Mörder sind unter uns” (The 
murderers are among us).

A special feature of  the forest cemetery is the Italian 
cemetery of  honour created in 1953. On an area which 
is largely free of  trees and therefore conspicuous, 
1,166 small square stones are placed on the graves of  
the partially unknown Italian soldiers who fell on the 
eastern front.

Top:
Grave of  honour for 
Willy Brandt

Middle:
Grave of  honour for 
Ernst Reuter

Bottom left:
View from the cemetery 
entrance

Bottom right: 
Grave of  honour for 
Hildegard Knef

Zehlendorf  
forest cemetery
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Haus am Waldsee
This villa was built at Argentinische Allee 30 from 
1922 to 1923 and remained undamaged in the Second 
World War. Therefore it was one of  the first exhibition 
buildings in Germany to be used for contemporary art 
after the war.

On 6 January 1946 the building was already the venue 
of  an exhibition of  works by the artist Käthe Kollwitz, 
who had been banned by the National Socialists. The 
following years were dedicated to the rehabilitation of  
artists whose works had been branded as “Degenerate 
Art” during the Third Reich and who had therefore not 
been allowed to exhibit their work. 

Works were shown by artists such as Renee Sintenis, 
Hannah Höch and Karl Schmidt-Rottluff. In 1949 
Pablo Picasso was the first major international artist 
to come to Berlin. 

He was followed by artists such as Joan Miró, Henry 
Moore and many other great names. The building also 
earned international recognition for its exhibitions 
of  art from East Asia. But the current German art 
movements, from New Realism to Wild Painting, were 
never neglected. 

In addition to the fine arts, the building is also used 
for readings, musical and theatrical performances. 
The garden is available for use as a beautiful open air 
theatre. Work with children and young people plays a 
large role. 

The gallery uses workshops on the individual 
exhibitions and special cooperation with the pupils and 
teachers of  a primary school in a school sponsorship 
programme to introduce the children to contemporary 
art.



Steglitz-Zehlendorf

40

Top:
Leo Borchard Music 
School, building in 
Grabertstraße 4

Contact:
Martin-Buber-Straße 21
14163 Berlin
www.musikschule-
steglitz-zehlendorf.de

Leo Borchard 
Music School
The “Leo Borchard Music School”, which was founded 
in 1946 as the Volksmusikschule Steglitz, was given its 
present name in April 1990. It now offers systematic 
musical training for children and young people and 
musical adult education.

Roughly 5000 pupils are taught by about 300 teachers, 
who thus make a valuable contribution to the 
development of  the personality of  young people. The 
music school has over 40 teaching venues at schools 
throughout the borough. The headquarters are in 
Martin-Buber-Straße 21 in Zehlendorf. With its range 
of  courses and more than 300 events each year, it is an 
indispensable element in the cultural life of  Steglitz-
Zehlendorf.

In the summer of  2011, after an interruption of  
four years, the Haus der Musikschule in Steglitz at 
Grabertstraße 4, a villa from the early industrial 
expansion period and one of  the teaching sites, could 
again be used as the school‘s building. This meant that 
the music school could return to its traditional location. 
The music school originally moved into this building in 
1965.

There are well-known events in the borough in which 
members of  the public can see the music school at work 
free of  charge, for example in the traditional project 
“Klangmeile” on Schloßstraße shopping boulevard. 
Performances are given by several ensembles from all 
age groups in different musical styles. In addition, 
there is the popular summer series of  “concerts in 
Steglitz municipal park”, the annual “Guitar Festival” 
and the “Steglitz Old Music Festival” which offer an 
insight into the musical life of  the borough.

The name “Leo Borchard Music School” was given 
in honour of  a conductor of  the Berlin Philharmonic 
Orchestra. After he was banned from working in the 
National Socialist period, he joined the resistance 
group “Uncle Emil”. After the Second World War, Leo 
Borchard started to rebuild the Berlin Philharmonic 
Orchestra amidst great difficulties in the occupied 
Berlin. On 26 May 1945 the orchestra gave its first 
concert in the Titaniapalast in Steglitz with Borchard 
as its conductor. Shortly afterwards he became the 
overall director of  music. But Leo Borchard only 
conducted just over twenty concerts – on 23 August 
1945 he was shot by an American soldier by mistake.
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Brücke Museum
The Brücke Museum is situated on the eastern edge 
of  the Grunewald close to the studio building of  the 
sculptor Bernhard Heiliger in Dahlem. It contains 
works of  the artist group “Die Brücke”, which was 
formed in Dresden in 1905. 

The collection contains 400 paintings and thousands 
of  watercolours, sketches and original artwork by 
artists such as Fritz Bleyl and Erich Heckel. Woodcut 
masterpieces are also included in the world‘s most 
extensive collection of  works of  art from 20 th century 
classical Modernism. In addition, the museum also 
contains documents, craft exhibits and wooden 
sculptures.

The idea of  founding the museum came from Karl 
Schmidt-Rottluff, one of  the initial founders of  “Die 
Brücke”. On 1 December 1964 he made a generous 
donation of  74 works to the federal state of  Berlin. At 
the same time he offered the prospect of  bequeathing 
his whole artistic work. The newly built museum was 

opened for the public in 1965. Its sober and functional 
architecture is in keeping with the tradition of  the 
Bauhaus.

In the following years, works of  art from important 
creative periods of  the Brücke artists were purchased 
to enlarge the range of  works shown in the exhibition. 
In artistic circles, the works of  this group of  artists, 
together with the works of  the group “Blauer Reiter” 
(Blue Rider), are regarded as the most important 
contribution of  20th century German art to the art of  
the world. 

In highly popular regular temporary exhibitions, the 
Brücke Museum still shows works by members of  the 
group or by other artists from this period. 
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Dahlem museum location within 
the change of  time
The museum complex Dahlem is located in Steglitz-
Zehlendorf. It was planned at the beginning of  the 
20th century as a large complex, consisting of  four 
sub-complexes for the four continents of  Asia, Africa, 
Oceania and America. Because of  the first world war, 
only a central museum building was built which was 
supplemented by a large extension building with a 
separate entrance area in the 1960s. Until the beginning 
of  January 2017, the museum complex Dahlem housed 
three museums of  the Berlin State Museums: the 
Ethnological Museum, the Museum of  Asian Art and 
the Museum of  European Cultures (MEK). The first 
two facilities are now closed and are being prepared 
for the move to the Humboldtforum in the center of  
Berlin. In the medium term, the MEK will remain in 
the Dahlem museum site, which must be continually 
developed further.
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FUBIC 
The district of  Dahlem is essentially shaped by the Freie 
Universität Berlin (FU Berlin), its extensive campus 
and by other directly adjacent scientific institutions 
of  international standing such as the Institute of  
Molecular Genetics and three other institutes of  the 
Max Planck Society, the Zuse Institut Berlin (ZIB) and 
the Federal Institute for Materials Research and Testing 
(BAM).

The campus Dahlem with the environment of  all 
scientific institutions is one of  the four largest scientific 
centers in Germany. On the one hand, science is on the 
one hand research, on the other hand, very strongly 
increasing, but also an initiator for scientists, to become 
independent in their own enterprises and to realize.

For this growing number of  new business start-ups, 
rooms (offices, laboratories) are to be provided in the 
closest possible proximity to their scientific base. This 
will be implemented on a 50,000 square meter FUBIC 
(Free University Business and Innovation Center) 
adjacent to FU Berlin. In the surrounding area there 
will be additional buildings for technology companies 
on the site, in order to generate growth synergies for the 
new start-ups. With this project, the district of  Steglitz-
Zehlendorf  underlines its importance as one of  10 cities 
in Berlin and also sees the possibility of  compensating 
for the structural change in the „Old Economy“ of  the 
district (keyword Industrie 4.0) by new jobs with high 
added value.
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Freie Universität Berlin
The Freie Universität Berlin (FU) is the largest of  the 
four universities in Berlin. Its main campus is in the 
traditional scientific and academic location in Dahlem.

With the support of  the American allies and politicians 
from the western sectors of  Berlin, the FU was founded 
on 4 December 1948 in the buildings of  the former 
Kaiser Wilhelm society in Dahlem. The post-war 
period was a harsh time economically, so the university 
began with just a few students, and in winter they had 
to bring their own candles to lectures. 

With the financial assistance of  the American 
occupation forces and patrons such as Henry Ford, 
the material conditions for study were improved. The 
number of  students grew rapidly.

Today students can enlist for over 150 courses of  study, 
ranging from Egyptian Studies and Film Studies to 
Psychology or Dental Medicine. They are taught by 
460 professors. In 2008 the Humanities at the Freie 

Universität Berlin ranked third in the list of  European 
universities after Oxford and Cambridge.

The Freie Universität Berlin currently maintains 
partnerships with more than 130 universities and 
institutions throughout the world. It is aimed to 
strengthen this international network between 
academic researchers all over the world and the Freie 
Universität Berlin still further. Financial support for 
this goal is provided by the German government in 
order to promote high quality research.

The excellence initiative also promotes inter-
disciplinary cooperation within the university, and 
in some cases this involves 20 different disciplines at 
the Freie Universität Berlin networking with non-
university research institutions. 

The library system of  the FU is the largest of  all 
German universities. Its stock comprises more than 
8.5 million volumes. It is one of  the libraries which 
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archive the documents of  the United Nations (UN). 
At the same time it is a documentation centre of  the 
European Union (EU).

The Otto Suhr Institute is the largest faculty of  
political science in Germany. The Department of  Earth 
Sciences collaborates in the space missions to Mars and 
Saturn. 

The student weather monitoring station on Fichtenberg 
is one of  the few meteorological stations which is 
entitled to name high and low pressure zones according 
to the name requests of  the weather sponsors, similar 
to the weather service of  the USA.
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Dahlem forest cemetery
Dahlem forest cemetery, which was created from 
1931 to 1933 and is a listed monument, is situated on 
seven and a half  hectares of  land at the edge of  the 
Grunewald. It is one of  the more recent cemeteries in 
Berlin.

It contains about 8,500 graves, including the graves 
of  famous celebrities and 40 graves of  honour of  the 
federal state of  Berlin. The chapel contains a bronze 
bell dating from 1610 which is one of  the few remaining 
bell treasures in Berlin from the time before the world 
wars.

Because of  its many graves of  honour, Dahlem forest 
cemetery is also known as the cemetery for celebrities. 
Graves of  honour serve to recognise and commemorate 
deceased persons who are remembered for their 
outstanding achievements or who rendered special 
services to the city of  Berlin.

 This is in contrast with the graves of  honorary citizens 
or city elders, which the Senate of  Berlin automatically 
declares as graves of  honour. The recognition of  graves 
of  other persons who have rendered outstanding services 
must initially be suggested, then assessed and then 
enacted by the Senate. Justified suggestions for graves 
of  honour can be submitted to the Senate offices by any- 
one.

The most famous celebrities who are buried in graves 
of  honour of  the federal state of  Berlin on Dahlem 
forest cemetery include the writer Gottfried Benn and 
the painter Karl Schmidt-Rottluff. Another grave 
of  honour commemorates the politician Walther 
Schreiber (1884 to 1958), who is remembered as one of  
the governing mayors of  Berlin in the 1950s. 

The art patron Heinz Berggruen, who bequeathed his 
valuable paintings collection to the city in 2000 for a 
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low price as a “gesture of  reconciliation” and was made 
an honorary citizen of  the city in 2004, is buried there 
at his own request. The entertainer and actor Harald 
Juhnke (1929  – 2005) also found his last place of  rest in 
this cemetery. The anarchist and writer Erich Mühsam 
(1878 – 1934), who was arrested by the SA in 1933 and 
murdered in 1934 in Oranienburg concentration camp, 
was buried in Dahlem forest cemetery on 16 July 1934.
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Secret state archive of  the 
Prussian Cultural Trust
The secrete state archive of  the Prussian Cultural Trust, 
which was first mentioned in historical records in 1282, 
was set up in Berlin‘s city palace in the 15th century 
and has been housed in Archivstraße in Dahlem since 
1924, is one of  the most important historical archives 
in Germany. 

It holds the documentary heritage of  the Margravate 
and Electorate of  Brandenburg, the kingdom and free 
state of  Prussia and a number of  provincial traditions.

They include the records of  the central government, 
administration and jurisdiction authorities, the 
parliament, the army and the ruling Hohenzollern 
family. 

The division of  Germany created a drastic break in the 
history of  the archive. This is because most records, 

bequests and collections were stored underground 
during the Second World in the area of  the former GDR 
and were therefore initially not returned to Berlin. It 
was only after reunification in 1990 that the archive 
contents were restored to the building in Dahlem. 

The current inventory of  the archive largely 
corresponds to its inventory before 1945 – apart from 
the new acquisitions. The secret archive currently has 
over 38,000 shelf  metres of  archives and a library with 
about 185,000 volumes.

About 10,000 users are registered each year. This 
number reflects the special importance of  the 
institution for historical research.
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The Konrad Zuse Centre for Information Technology 
Berlin (ZIB) was founded on 17 July 1984 and is a 
recognised research institution of  the federal state 
of  Berlin. It was named after Konrad Zuse, who was 
born in Berlin in 1910 and was the inventor of  the first 
working computer, the Z3. He assembled it in 1941 
in the living room of  his parents‘ house. From 1945 
to 1946 Zuse developed the programming language 
“Plankalkül”, which was to play a significant role for 
coming generations.

The Konrad Zuse Centre for Information Technology 
Berlin is located on the campus of  the Freie Universität 
Berlin in Dahlem. It dedicates itself  to highly complex 
questions in relation to society, technology, science 
and the environment which can only be answered by 
mathematical analysis.

The Konrad Zuse Centre for Information Technology 
Berlin makes most of  the resulting algorithms available 
to the general public and the scientific community 
free of  charge. The software systems are marketed 
worldwide. One such program is “AMIRA”, which is 
offered for virtual machines.

The Berlin Research Area Information Network 
(BRAIN), which is legally and commercially 
represented by the Konrad Zuse Centre as its trustee, 
connects all academic and cultural institutions in 
Berlin and the surrounding region via the federal 
state‘s proprietary optical fibre network. 

The Centre plays an important and central role in 
scientific application analysis. It offers advice and 
assistance to many cultural and information technology 
companies. As one of  the hosting locations of  the 
North German Supercomputing Alliance (HLRN), the 
Konrad Zuse Centre for Information Technology Berlin 
also operates a supercomputing system which is one of  
the most powerful systems in Germany.
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Grunewald Hunting Lodge
The oldest surviving palace building, Grunewald 
Hunting Lodge, is situated on the bank of  Grunewaldsee. 
In 1542 the construction of  the Renaissance building 
was commissioned by Electoral Prince Joachim II. of  
Brandenburg for his hunting trips. The result was a 
waterside palace named “Zum grünen Wald” (For the 
green forest), which gave the Grunewald its present 
name. 

In 1709 the moat around the lodge was filled in and 
the courtyard was levelled. This gave a new character 
to the water palace, which was originally accessible via 
a bridge. The level of  the Grunewaldsee was lowered 
several times during the 19th century, so the present 
water level is about three metres lower than at the time 
when the palace was built. In May 1814 the Hunting 
Lodge was made accessible to the public. 

The Foundation of  Prussian Palaces and Gardens in 
Berlin-Brandenburg took over the hunting palace in 
1932 and used it as a museum with an exhibition of  

pictures which were formerly in royal ownership. The 
Hunting Lodge still contains a paintings gallery today.

153 pictures from various Hohenzollern palaces are 
shown. It also has one of  the largest collections of  
paintings by the Cranach brothers. This collection is 
the highlight of  the museum in the Hunting Lodge.

Another attraction in the palace is the Renaissance 
Room with a painted coffered ceiling which was 
rediscovered in 1973 and is unique in Berlin. The 
palace museum also shows a large number of  paintings 
by German and Dutch painters of  the 15th and 16th 
century.

Since 1977 a historical hunting exhibition has been 
situated in an outbuilding of  the palace, the Hunting 
Storehouse. The exhibition displays hunting trophies, 
hunting weapons and numerous paintings of  hunting 
motifs. 
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Domäne Dahlem Foundation– 
estate and museum
As a former manor estate, the Domäne can look back at 
over 800 years of  continuous agricultural use. Today it 
is an open air museum for agricultural and nutritional 
culture with an ecological focus. 

At the same time, the Domäne wishes to be an educational 
and recreation site for a wider public. Its presentations 
and activities are focused on the principles of  a continuous 
food chain. Each year, over 350,000 people visit the open 
air museum. They are able to see a unique overview of  
the progress of  foods from production, processing and 
marketing through to consumption. 

The manor house on the estate dates from 1560 and is 
regarded as the oldest residential building in Berlin. In 
the manor house, exhibitions on the history of  Dahlem, 
the history of  agriculture and the cultural history of  
eating and drinking are shown. 

Items of  special attraction include the completely 
equipped historical grocery store and the small historical 
butcher‘s shop. In addition there are temporary special 
exhibitions on cultural history topics. A new attraction 
is the award-winning CULINARIUM – Germany‘s 
first permanent exhibition on the cultural history of  
nutrition.

The protected ensemble of  the manor estate also 
includes a last area of  free fields. 18 of  the original 
600 hectares of  land are still present on the estate, and 
they are now surrounded by urban areas. This land 
is now used to show everyday ecological agriculture. 
Visitors can walk between the potato and grain fields, 
the vegetable beds and fruit trees. All products are sold 
in the estate‘s own shop. The manor estate also has a 
number of  different animals, including endangered 
breeds.



Dahlem

53

Top: 
Stables

Middle:
Fields on the estate

Bottom:
Historical grocery store

Contact:
Königin-Luise-Straße 49, 
14195 Berlin, 
www.domaene-dahlem.de

The Domäne Dahlem offers leisure activities and guided 
tours for school classes and kindergartens, and also 
special guided tours for adults and old people‘s groups. 
There are workshops which are open for visitors where 
the public can watch craftsmen carrying out forging, 
blueprinting and pottery. 

At the same time, the Domäne Dahlem is a lively venue 
for events. Market festivals such as the pottery market, 
the Brandenburg special produce market, the potato 
festival, the harvest festival, the textile crafts market 
and the distinctive atmosphere of  the Advent markets 
draw people of  all ages to the estate throughout the 
year. 
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AlliiertenMuseum
The AlliiertenMuseum was officially opened on 27 June 
1998, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of  the start of  
the Berlin Airlift.

The background to this event was the idea developed 
in the German History Museum in 1991 to present the 
history of  the western Allies in Berlin from 1945 to 
1994 in an exhibition. Since then the land at Clayallee 
135, with the two buildings “Outpost Theater” and 
“Major Arthur D. Nicholson Memorial Library”, has 
served as the site for the museum. 

The AlliiertenMuseum is an institution of  the Federal 
Republic of  Germany and the three former protective 
powers in West Berlin – the USA, the United Kingdom 
and France.

In addition to the permanent exhibition consisting of  
photographs, texts and other objects, there are also 

temporary special exhibitions. The museum collection 
consists of  pictures, documents, maps, sound media 
and weapons.

The AlliiertenMuseum also has the plane “Hastings” 
which was a generous donation by the linguist staff  of  
the British Royal Air Force. This plane was used during 
the Airlift. A room inside the plane is used to present 
historical films. 

The dramatic and tense history of  the post-war period 
is narrated in the AlliiertenMuseum. Presentations on 
topics such as the status of  the Allies, Americans in 
Berlin and the city of  Berlin deal particularly with the 
development of  the relationships over time, and this 
is reflected in the type and selection of  the exhibition 
themes. 
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The Institute for Museum Research, which was founded 
in Dahlem in 1979, is a research and documentation 
institution which investigates aspects of  the operation 
of  museums for the whole of  Germany, irrespective of  
the collections. 

In cooperation with specialists from different academic 
disciplines (Social Science, Engineering, Natural 
Science etc.), the institute studies issues such as the 
development of  museums, the number of  visitors, 
museum visitor demography, museum exhibits, 
technical equipment, administrative and staff  data, 
museum management and patronage. 

The institute also acts as a central institution for 
German museums, a link for international activities 
and a point of  contact for all relevant EU support 
programmes. Within the EU it contributes to the 
development of  standards for the content structure 
and the treatment of  information in the individual 
member states.
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In June 1947 the reconstruction of  the Dahlem 
institutions began under the patronage of  the Senate of  
Berlin. One year later the Max Planck Society (MPG) 
was founded. The Dahlem institutions were integrated 
into the Society in the 1950s. 

Over 80 research institutes which are involved in basic 
research now comprise the Max Planck Society. They 
are among the most outstanding research institutes 
in the world. They are financed by the federal states 
and the national government to enable them to 
conduct their free and independent research. Four of  
the five institutions of  the society in Berlin are in the 
traditional scientific and academic location of  Dahlem. 

The oldest of  the two Max Planck Society institutions 
working in the natural sciences is the Fritz Haber 
Institute for Chemistry. It was founded in 1911 as the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Physical Chemistry and 
Electro-Chemistry. In 2007 the physicist Gerhard Ertl, 
an employee of  the institute, was awarded the Nobel 

Prize for Chemistry for his work on surface chemistry, 
which opened up a whole new field for scientific and 
technical work. 

Dahlem is also the location of  the Institute of  Molecular 
Genetics which was founded in 1964 and which carries 
out research into the human genome and the genomes 
of  other organisms. 

In addition to the natural science institutions, there 
are also institutions working in the Humanities, 
Social Science and Human Science. They include the 
Dahlem Institute for Human Development and the 
most recently founded institution, the Institute for the 
History of  Science. 

The latter institute deals with the effects of  scientific 
insights and changed technology on the culture, way 
of  life and ethics of  human societies. More recently, 
it was the source of  important impetus for the world 
of  science. At a conference in October 2003 initiated 
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by the institute, 19 representatives of  German and 
international scientific organisations signed the “Berlin 
Declaration on Open Access to Scientific Knowledge”, 
also known as the ECHO charter
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Julius Kühn Institute
Julius Kühn was born in Pulsnitz on 23 October 1825 
and died in Halle on 14 April 1910.

Alongside Albrecht Daniel Thaer, he is regarded as the 
most important reformer of  agricultural theory and as 
the pioneer of  agriculture as a subject for university 
study in Germany. No other scholar has received so 
many awards as an agricultural scientist.
 
The research institution which was founded on 1 
January 2008, the Julius Kühn Institute (JKI), had 
several predecessors. For example, from 1905 the 
protected building which houses the Dahlem section 
of  the institute was the home of  the Federal Biological 
Institution for Agriculture and Forestry.

The Julius Kühn Institute is a research institute and 
central government body of  the Federal Ministry of  
Food, Agriculture, Forestry and Consumer Protection 
(BMELV) with its headquarters in Quedlinburg. 
Its 1,200 employees, including about 300 scientists, 

currently work in eleven locations in Germany. The 
work of  the 15 research institutes is supported by 
central facilities such as data processing, an information 
centre, a library and the administration.

Today, the Julius Kühn Institute deals with all questions 
in relation to crop plants. Its fields of  work range from 
soil science and plant nutrition to cultivation, breeding 
research, preservation of  varieties, crop protection 
and plant health. It focuses not only on agricultural 
crops such as potatoes, cereals and sugar beet, but also 
on garden, orchard and vineyard plants and urban 
vegetation. 

The staff  at the Dahlem site are particularly entrusted 
with the tasks of  plant analysis, protection of  seed 
stocks and the consequences of  pest management.
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German 
Archeological 
Institute
On 21 April 1829 the “Instituto di corrispondenza 
archeologica” was founded in Rome by scholars and 
artists. The initiator was Edward Gerhard, who moved 
the headquarters of  the institute from Rome to Berlin 
in 1832.

In 1874 a department was also founded in Athens. 
In the 20 th century other new locations were founded 
in places such as in Madrid, Istanbul, Cairo, Bagdad 
and Teheran. In addition, two other departments were 
founded in Germany, one in Frankfurt am Main and 
one in Munich.

Today, the German Archaeological Institute is a federal 
institution under the auspices of  the German Foreign 
Office with its headquarters in Berlin-Dahlem. Guided 
tours, discussions and conferences with international 
specialists in Classical Antiquity research and allied 
disciplines are held there. The subjects mainly involve 
excavations and expeditions within Germany, and 
especially to other countries. 

Since 1979 an additional department in Damascus 
and branch offices in Ankara, Lisbon and Ingolstadt 
have been founded. The Oriental Department arose in 
the subsequent years to combine the different branch 
offices, for example those in Bagdad, Damascus and 
Sanaa.

The archaeologists believe that their task is to make 
the findings of  classical antiquity, epigraphy and 
topography more widely known. The research results 
are disseminated in book form (currently more than 
60 volumes), publications and periodicals. Interested 
parties can view them in the institute‘s specialist 
libraries and photographic libraries. 

The research fields covered by the Central Institute for 
Ancient History and the Academy for the Archaeology 
of  Science of  the GDR were integrated into the German 
Archaeological Institute in 1991. 
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Bernhard Heiliger was born in Stettin on 11 November 
1915 and was one of  the most important sculptors of  
the post-war period. Together with Hans Uhlmann and 
Karl Hartung he revived the international reputation 
of  German sculpture after 1945.

After an apprenticeship as a sculptor, Heiliger studied 
at the College of  Fine Arts in Berlin from 1938 to 
1941 under the artist Arno Breker, who was strongly 
supported by Hitler but who enabled Heiliger to avoid 
military service during the war. After the end of  the 
war, Bernhard Heiliger initially taught at the Academy 
of  Applied Art in Berlin-Weissensee, then at the College 
of  the Arts from 1949 to 1986.

He became known internationally in 1953 with his 
Memorial to the Unknown Political Prisoner, for which 
he was awarded the art prize of  the West German 
government.

The hallmarks of  his entire work are the transformation 
of  figuration into abstraction, the use of  new materials 
such as iron and his sensational portrait heads.
 
In 1974 Heiliger received the Federal Cross of  Merit 
for his artistic achievements, and a year later he was 
awarded the Lovis Corinth Prize. In 1984 he became 
an honorary member of  the German Association of  
Artists. Bernhard Heiliger died in Berlin on 25 October 
1995 and left a variety of  works spanning half  a 
century, consisting of  reliefs, sculptures and drawings.

At the end of  1996, the Bernhard Heiliger Foundation 
was founded on the basis of  his bequeathed works. 
It is a non-profit foundation under private law, and 
according to its articles of  association it has the 
tasks of  preserving and maintaining Heiliger‘s works, 
encouraging young artists and awarding the Bernhard 
Heiliger Prize for Sculpture.

The headquarters of  the foundation are in the artist‘s 
former studio near the Brücke Museum in Dahlem. 
There, and in the adjacent sculpture garden, the artistic 
variety of  Bernhard Heiliger‘s work can be seen.

Top:
“The Flame” on 
Ernst-Reuter-Platz

Bottom:
“Eye of  Nemesis 3” 
on Lehniner Platz

Contact:
Bernhard Heiliger 
Foundation
Käuzchensteig 8, 
14195 Berlin, 
www.bernhard-heiliger-
stiftung.de
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Kunsthaus Dahlem 
Located directly on the Grunewald in the immediate 
vicinity of  the Brücke Museum, the historic building 
is devoted to the art of  German postwar warfare in 
the east and west. The foundation is the Atelierhaus 
Dahlem gGmbH, founded in 2013, a subsidiary of  
the Bernhard-Heiliger-Stiftung. The Kunsthaus is 
supported by an institutional support of  the Senate 
Administration for Cultural Affairs of  the State of  
Berlin. A major focus of  the exhibition house is the 
presentation of  plastic art, complemented by painting, 
graphic work and photography. In particular, the focus 
is on the years 1945 to 1961.

The opening exhibition „Portrait Berlin“ was a visitor 
magnet. In addition to this exhibition four times a year, 
temporary exhibitions on the gallery of  the Kunsthaus 
are shown, which refer to the post-war period. In 
addition to the exhibitions, regular curatorial tours, 
events and workshops take place.



Steglitz-Zehlendorf

62

Top:
Great Tropical House

Botanic Garden and 
Botanical Museum
The largest botanic garden in Europe, covering about 
43 hectares, is situated in Berlin-Dahlem. With its 
particularly wide range of  different trees, domestic and 
exotic plants it is one of  the most important botanic 
gardens in the world.

In its beauty it is not only a unique recreation park, 
with its diverse collections of  living plants, it also offers 
an inestimable source of  knowledge for plant research. 
About 14 hectares of  the garden area are covered by 
trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants. In this area, 
known as the Arboretum, the visitor will find not only 
exotic trees and shrubs, but also an area of  almost 100 
year old domestic red beech trees. 

Europe‘s most important plant formations, for 
example moor, heath, meadow and dune vegetation, 
can be studied in the 13 hectares of  the plant geography 

section. This area also offers an insight into the variety 
of  plants from Asia and North America which are set 
in species-rich rock gardens. The East Asia area around 
the Japanese house contains Siberian, Chinese and 
Japanese plant formations. The range of  plants which 
the visitor can find in the gardens includes medicinal 
plants, domesticated plants, marsh plants and aquatic 
plants. In addition, there is a moss garden and a scent 
and tactile garden in which plants can be touched 
and smelled. The spacious greenhouse complex with 
its large number of  buildings is also impressive for its 
wealth of  exotic and richly blooming plant varieties.

The large Tropical House is an impressive building. Its 
refurbishment was completed in 2009. Now it is one 
of  the most modern and energy-efficient buildings of  
its type in the world. On an imposing ground area of  
1,728 m2 and with a volume of  36,200 cubic metres, the 
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visitor is taken on a unique tour of  the tropical and 
subtropical plant world. Other greenhouses take visitors 
into a colourful dream world with countless exotic 
plant varieties. By the main entrance to the garden 
on Königin-Luise-Straße is the Botanic Museum. It 
was developed from the earlier royal collection of  
dried plants. After the Botanic Garden moved from 
Schöneberg to its present location in Dahlem in 1907, 
the museum moved into a three-storey building which 
was almost 50 metres long.

In addition to the collection of  permanently preserved 
plants, it also shows enlarged plant models with their 
fine structures. The museum also presents knowledge 
about plants which the visitor would not derive 
from mere observation in the garden, for example 
information about plant history, seasonal cycles, the 
distribution of  species and the global use of  plants.
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Schlosspark Theater
The richly traditional Schlosspark Theater at 
Schloßstraße 48 in Steglitz was reopened by the 
comedian and actor Dieter Hallervorden on 1 September 
2009 after a period without any performances. 

The history of  the theatre building began in 1804. In 
1921 the ensemble directed by Paul Henckel found a 
new home, which is still used today, in the service wing 
of  the Steglitz manor house, which is known locally as 
the Wrangel Palace. The building in the Prussian neo-
Classicist style seats 440. 

The last premiere in the Schlosspark Theater before the 
Second World War was held in 1934. The ensemble then 
emigrated to Prague and Zürich, and the building of  
the Steglitz theatre was used as a cinema up to the end 
of  the war. 

From 1945 to 1972 Boleslaw Barlog directed the theatre, 
and during this period the theatre had an outstanding 

reputation as one of  the most important theatres in 
post-war Germany.

The actors Klaus Kinski and Hildegard Knef  (as a new 
actress) featured in the early ensemble. Under the later 
directors Hans Lietzau and Boy Gobert, Martin Held 
and a number of  other celebrities played there. 

In 1953 the Irish writer Samuel Beckett personally 
directed the German premiere of  his famous play 
“Waiting for Godot”.

In 1950 the Berlin Senate assigned the Schlosspark 
Theater the role of  a small auditorium allied to Berlin‘s 
Schillertheater. After the Schiller Theater closed in 
1993, the Schlossparktheater continued as a private 
theatre with state subsidies. But it was no longer able to 
survive financially. The takeover by Dieter Hallervorden 
was a successful restart.
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Energy Museum 
Berlin
On 10 May 2001 the Energy Museum was founded by 
former employees and pensioners of  BEWAG, Berlin‘s 
former electricity and district heating supply company, 
as a non-profit association on the land of  the power 
station situated at Teltowkanal 9. Originally the land 
was used as a battery storage site. In the MUSEUM, 
over 2000 exhibits on the subject of  energy production, 
distribution and consumption can now be seen on four 
storeys. 

The aim of  the association is to portray the development 
of  the electricity supply in Berlin and to preserve the 
technical collections and individual items which have 
been expertly restored. To this end, the building is 
divided into several departments. 

The honorary staff  have a rich store of  experience. In 
guided tours, visitors can learn about the background 
and operation of  the technical systems. A selection 
of  electrical household appliances, mainly from the 
last century, will be seen by many young visitors for 
the first time, whereas they will probably remind older 
visitors of  old memories. 

It is also interesting to note that the museum contains 
all cable types that have ever been used in the capital 
city, together with the associated connection terminals. 
The museum also shows original switching equipment 
from the early days of  electricity, complete with the 
applicable protection and measuring systems.

In the years between 1884 and 1930, the German 
capital also became famous as “Electropolis” because 
of  the many buildings for the supply of  electricity in 
Greater Berlin.
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Berlin 
Geographical 
Society
The main concern of  the Berlin Geographical Society 
is the promotion of  geographical and regional research 
and the dissemination of  the results of  this research at 
home and abroad. The regular exchange of  knowledge 
and research-based insights takes place in lectures and 
discussion evenings. Since 1967 these events have been 
held in the Alexander von Humboldt building in Steglitz. 
The Berlin Geographical Society regularly publishes the 
periodical “DIE ERDE” (The Earth). This publication 
has existed since 1853, so it is one of  the most traditional 
geographical publications in the world. Young geographers 
are subsidised with scholarships, and research prizes are 
awarded by the Humboldt Ritter Penck Foundation.

The Berlin Geographical Society, with its headquarters 
at Wilhelmstraße 70 – 71, has existed since 1828. Its 
founders included the cartographers, natural scientists 
and geographers Heinrich Berghaus, Carl Ritter and 
Alexander von Humboldt. The latter gave his name 
to the building in Steglitz which was mentioned above. 
For a long time in the first half  of  the 20th century the 
chairman of  the Society was Friedrich Schmidt-Ott, a 
man who had a lasting influence on the educational and 
knowledge landscape of  Prussia and Germany in his 
capacity as the Minister of  Culture and the founder of  
the Emergency Association of  German Science (today‘s 
German Research Foundation).

After a long time at the Alexander-von-Humboldt-Haus, 
the Society for Geography in Berlin in Lankwitz has 
found a new home.
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Steglitz cemetery 
Steglitz municipal cemetery was created in 1875 on 
the hilly terrain known as “Rauhe Berge”. A chapel 
on the site had been built one year earlier. Because of  
the enormous growth of  the population, the cemetery 
was extended several times, most recently from 1974 
to 1976.

The cemetery today covers an area of  about 27 hectares. 
The visual character of  the cemetery is dominated by 
the water tower at the end of  the main path, which was 
completed in 1919 in the Jugendstil style. At the time, 
the tower was built outside the cemetery boundary. But 
almost before it was taken into service, it was no longer 
needed because Steglitz was incorporated into Greater 
Berlin in 1920, and thus it was connected to the grid of  
the Berlin waterworks.

After the Second World War the tower was derelict 
for a long time and was used for storage. It has been a 
listed monument since 1992. In 2000 the building was 
transferred to an investor, a medical publisher, which 
refurbished and converted the interior of  the water 
tower. The exterior refurbishment was carried out by 
the borough and the Senate building authority.

On the cemetery there are numerous graves of  honour. 
They include the painter Walter Leistikow, the aviation 
pioneer Ehrenfried Günther Freiherr von Hünefeld and 
the conductor and resistance fighter Leo Borchard. The 
Music School in Steglitz-Zehlendorf  was named after 
him.

Top:
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Johann August 
Zeune –
Pioneer of  blind 
pedagogy
Johann August Zeune, the founder of  the first German 
school for the blind, is celebrated by posterity as the 
most important German pioneer in education for the 
blind. His versatile research as a Geographer and 
Germanist, on the other hand, is almost completely 
forgotten. 

Zeune was born in Wittenberg on 12 May 1778 and was 
taught privately by a tutor and his father. He gained 
his doctorate at Wittenberg University with a thesis on 
the history of  geography. He made a name for himself  
in the academic world with his innovative “elevation 
level map” and his instruction book “Gea” (1808).

In 1810 he accepted the first chair of  Geography at the 
recently founded Berlin University. He lectured there 
as an Extraordinary Professor of  Geography and Old 
German until 1835. During this period he published 
other pioneering geographical publications, for example 
a treatise on problems of  Geophysics.

As a German scholar and patriotic publicist, Zeune also 
published a prose translation of  the Nibelungenlied. 
In 1815 he was one of  the co-founders of  the Berlin 
Society for the German Language.

But Zeune is only remembered in German history as 
the pioneer of  education for the blind in Germany. 
The “Letter on the Blind” by the French writer 
Denis Diderot convinced him that blind people were 
capable of  being educated, and he then searched out 
information about appropriate teaching methods. In 
1806 he attended a lecture by Valentin Haüys, the 
founder of  Europe‘s first institute for the blind in Paris.

On 13 October 1806, by order of  Friedrich Wilhelm 
III., Johann August Zeune founded the first “Royal 
Prussian Institute for the Blind” in Berlin and was its 
director for more than forty years.

In 1808 he published his most important work on the 
education of  the blind: “Belisar. Über den Unterricht 
der Blinden” (Belisar. On education for the blind). 
Zeune‘s aim was to integrate the blind and the visually 
impaired into education and working life. This idea 
became the guiding principle of  the institution 
which still exists as the “Johann August Zeune 
School for the Blind”. Since 1877 it has been based at 
Rothenburgstraße 14 in Berlin-Steglitz.
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Today the school, together with the affiliated vocational 
school, offers a wide range of  early learning support, 
schooling and vocational education.

An auxiliary building contains the German Museum of  
the Blind. It was founded in 1891 as the first museum 
of  the blind in Germany, and it is the oldest museum in 
Steglitz-Zehlendorf.

The permanent exhibition shows its visitors tactile 
exhibits in Braille together with working instruments 
and aids for the blind from two centuries. The library 
for the blind, which is also on the site, contains over 
15,000 volumes and is significant even beyond the local 
region.

Johann August Zeune himself  became blind in his old 
age and died on 14 November 1853.
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Ehrenfried Günther 
Freiherr von Hünefeld

The aviation pioneer 
Ehrenfried Günther von 
Hünefeld was born in 
Königsberg in East Prussia 
on 1 May 1892. In 1903 his 
family moved to Südende in 
Steglitz, to the house that 
is now Ellwangerstraße 6. 
Even as a youth, Hünefeld 
was already enthusiastic 
about flying, and he spent 
much time at Johannisthal 
Airfield.

At the start of  the First 
World War he applied to 
join the forces as a fighter 
pilot, but he was rejected 
because he was blind in one 
eye and in generally poor 
health. He then joined the 
volunteer vehicle driving 
corps in Lankwitz and 
was sent to the Western 
Front to do reconnaissance 
driving. After his unit was 

disbanded, Hünefeld moved to the navy. During a 
reconnaisance trip in September 1914 he was severely 
wounded, and this led to a lasting walking disability. 
Two years later Hünefeld joined the diplomatic 
service, and he soon became the Vice Consul in 
Maastricht. In 1921 he returned to Germany, and 
two years later he became a press spokesman for the 
shipping company Norddeutscher Lloyd (NDL) in 
Bremen.

On 20 May 1927 Charles Lindbergh succeeded in 
completing the first flight across the Atlantic from 
New York to Paris. Hünefeld was sure that an east-
west crossing was also feasible, although most people 
considered it impossible because of  the prevailing western 
winds. He found wealthy patrons on the managing board 
of  NDL and was able to buy two Junkers W 33 planes. 
They were converted for long-distance flights and given 
the names “Europa” and “Bremen”. On 14 August 1927 
both planes set out, with Hünefeld in the “Bremen”. 
But they had to turn back because of  a storm. In the 
process, the “Europa” crashed. In the second attempt, 
on 12 April 1928, Hünefeld set out in the “Bremen” 
with the pilot Hermann Koehl and the co-pilot James 
C. Fitzmaurice from the Irish airport of  Baldonnel, and 
after 36 hours they reached Greenly Island in Canada. 

Although he was already terminally ill, Hünefeld  
planned the next spectacular flight and wanted to 
act as the co-pilot himself. Time was too short for 
him to complete the necessary flying hours, but the 
Württemberg government nevertheless granted him a 
“temporary licence with an authorisation to fly planes”. 
On 19 September 1928 he succeeded in completing an 
East Asia flight from Berlin via the Middle East, India 
and China to Tokyo. But his health was so bad that he 
was not able to continue the flight over the Pacific. He 
returned to Berlin with the Trans-Siberian railway, and 
died in Berlin on 5 February 1929.

Hünefeld was the only person to be awarded the 
highest flying honour by both the USA and Japan –  
although he never had a valid pilot‘s licence. The 
aviation pioneer found his last resting place on 
Bergstraße cemetery in Steglitz. 
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Johann Adolf  
Heese
Johann Adolf  Heese was born in Berlin on 11 June 
1783 and was a silk producer who was known beyond 
the boundaries of  Steglitz. From 1859 he supplied silk 
to the court of  the Prussian royal family. During his 
apprenticeship as a silk weaver, Heese already devoted 
himself  to the study of  the fine fabric, from silkworm 
rearing through to the finished silk product. 

In 1822 he founded a silk manufactory together with 
a partner. In 1827 he became the sole owner of  this 
company. In 1840 Heese extended the company and 
founded a silk reel workshop in Berlin-Steglitz to unroll 
the silk strands of  the cocoon, and a silk spinning 
workshop to combine the silk strands into a thread that 
was suitable for weaving.

To ensure the high quality of  the development of  his 
company, he engaged the renowned Italian art dealer 
and silk farmer A. M. Bolzani. Bolzani was sponsored 
by the Crown Prince of  Prussia, Friedrich Wilhelm 
III., on the basis of  a cabinet order. 

At the time, the silkworm cocoons which provided the 
raw material had to be imported. To eliminate this 
dependence on imports, Heese created a mulberry 
plantation on Althoffplatz in Steglitz between 1840 
and 1843, with 36,000 trees on an area of  7.5 hectares. 
At peak times he produced up to 750 kilogrammes of  
silk each year. Another important business activity for 
Heese was the export of  caterpillar eggs and mulberry 
seeds to European countries.

Later he purchased other silk manufacturing works 
and thus became the market leader, making Steglitz 
an outstanding centre of  the Prussian silk industry. In 
the 1860s, however, a caterpillar disease spread through 
Europe which brought the lucrative trade of  silkworm 
production to an end. Johann Adolf  Heese died at the 
age of  78 on 25 March 1862.

The silk reel workshop was the only part of  the business 
which was continued by his sons. The company existed 
until 1889. The street names Heesestraße, Plantage- 
straße and Filandastraße (“filanda” = spinning mill 
in Italian) and a mulberry tree on Althoffplatz, which 
is about 200 years old, are reminders of  this short 
but glorious period in the Prussian history of  silk 
production in Steglitz.
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Teltow Canal
The local communities of  Lankwitz, Lichterfelde and 
Steglitz once had frequent problems with the marshy 
land of  the Bäke and Lanke meadows. There was often 
flooding after heavy rain. This led to the idea of  digging 
a trench as a drainage channel. 

The rural councillor Ernst von Stubenrauch suggested 
that the trench should be made large enough so that it 
could also be used as a waterway. The prime objective 
for the project was to join the Spree with the Havel and 
thus reduce shipping times. 

This project was approved in March 1900 with the 
support of  the royal government. The building work 
for the canal was assigned to the Teltow company 
Havestadt & Contag. The Crown Prince had the 
privilege of  breaking the first ground. Construction 
began in April 1901.

Teltow Canal was 37 kilometres long and was designed 
without any gradient, but the flow of  the groundwater 

caused it to flow towards the Havel. About 12.6 million 
cubic metres of  earth were moved. 42 trains transported 
the excavated material from the site. A total of  2700 
workers were involved in the project, doing heavy work 
for 38 Pfennigs per hour. The base of  the canal was 
excavated to a width of  20 metres and a depth of  two 
and a half  metres in the middle. The planned costs of  
25.5 million marks rose to 40 to 50 million because land 
prices exploded when the project became known. In the 
end, this development accounted for almost half  of  the 
total costs. 

The construction project was not only of  major 
importance for the local communities of  Lichterfelde, 
Lankwitz and Steglitz. It was also an important 
contribution to the Brandenburg waterway network. 
In addition, roads were built. Better transport links 
were needed to ensure the smooth transport of  building 
materials and combustion material to the Teltow 
Canal. The new infrastructure also benefited the new 
commercial and industrial companies which settled 
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near the canal. Connections to the local community 
of  Lankwitz were improved by the construction of  
numerous rail, pedestrian and road bridges.

A system for towing the boats also had to be created – 
the company Siemens & Halske was commissioned 
with this work. Otherwise, boats with a large propeller 
would have undermined the banks of  the canal, causing 
them to collapse. The towing monopoly remained with 
the district of  Teltow, which charged a fee.

The only reminders today of  the towing system, which 
was regarded as the model for the Panama Canal, 
are the lower waterfront promenade and a restored 
electrical towing train. It was erected in the Bäkepark 
in Königsberger Straße in 1984.

The opening ceremony for the Teltow Canal took place 
on 2 June 1906. A red and white silk tape was tied from 
bank to bank at the place where the Crown Prince 
had broken the first ground. After the imperial yacht 
Alexandria had passed the entrance with the Emperor 
and his family, district councillor von Stubenrauch and 
the royal building councillors Havestadt and Contag on 
board, the new waterway was deemed to be officially 
open. It is claimed that the festival banquet featured 
trout caught in the canal.

In the Steglitz part of  the canal, the harbours of  Steglitz, 
Lichterfelde and Lankwitz were then created. From June 
1948 to November 1981 the canal was closed for transport 
to West Berlin. After negotiations between West Berlin 
and the GDR, the canal was ceremonially reopened on 
20 November 1981, an event which was no less important 
than the original opening in 1906. Today Teltow Canal is 
classified as a federal waterway, but it only plays a minor 
role in the German waterway network. 
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Federal Institute of  
Materials Research and Testing
The Federal Institute of  Materials Research and 
Testing (BAM) is responsible for the development 
of  safety in technology and chemistry. To this end it 
examines chemicals, materials and technical systems 
for their reliability and environmental compatibility.
The long history of  the Federal Institute of  Materials 
Research and Testing goes back to the beginnings 
of  materials research in the scientific context of  the 
19th century. In 1871 the Prussian Ministry of  Trade, 
Industry and Public Works ordered the creation of  a 
mechanical and technical testing institution (MTV). It 
had the task of  carrying out experiments and stability 
tests in the general scientific and public interest. In 1904 
the Royal Materials Testing Institute was established 
in Berlin-Dahlem. It arose from a merger of  the Royal 
Mechanical and Technical Testing Institute, the Royal 
Testing Station for Building Materials and the Royal 
Chemical and Technical Testing Institute. 

Today, the Federal Institute of  Materials Research and 
Testing is a federal authority for science and technology 
under the auspices of  the Federal Ministry of  the 
Economy and Technology (BMWi), with approximately 
1,600 employees in 66 departments and lectures. The 
headquarters of  the Federal Institute of  Materials 
Research and Testing are in Berlin-Lichterfelde. In 
addition there is another location in Adlershof. There 
also is a testing centre for technical security in Baruth 
in Brandenburg, which is the only one of  its kind in 
Europe. 
By passing on innovations and scientific insights, the 
Federal Institute of  Materials Research and Testing 
makes a valuable contribution to German business.
The important tasks of  the Federal Institute of  
Materials Research and Testing include taking part in 
international committees in order to develop safety and 
quality standards.
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The institute also advises the German government and 
business companies on questions related to hazardous 
materials. The Federal Institute of  Materials 
Research and Testing also holds numerous patents. 
By publishing the results of  its work in lectures and 
scientific periodicals, it makes its competence available 
worldwide.
The institute is integrated into the German research 
scene by its cooperation with universities, research 
institutes and industry, and internationally it is closely 
networked with other state institutes which have a 
similar function. An important field of  the institute‘s 
work on technical safety includes testing the resilience 
of  transport containers for hazardous goods (hazardous 
substance enclosures). In its capacity as part of  
the federal administration, the Federal Institute of  
Materials Research and Testing is the responsible public 
authority for such tests. 
It also conducts research and testing in areas such as the 
safety of  structures, fire safety, protection of  materials, 
surface technology, technical safety installations and 
material technology.

Top left: 
Development 
of  processes for 
protection against 
insect infestation

Top right: 
Laboratory analysis 
with progressive 
technology

Middle:
Quality control 
in fluorometry

Bottom: 
Fire safety research
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Charité – 
Campus Benjamin Franklin 

Bottom:
Charité – 
Campus Benjamin 
Franklin

The present University Clinic Benjamin Franklin – 
Charité was built in the south of  Berlin from 1959 to 
1967 and was initially called “Steglitz Clinic”. At the 
time it was affiliated with the Faculty of  Medicine of  
the Freie Universität Berlin. Today, in conjunction 
with the Charité and other hospitals, it is the largest 
university hospital in Europe. The United States 
of  America contributed one fifth of  the enormous 
construction costs of  300 million DM.

The architects Frank Mocken from Berlin and Curtis 
and Arthur Davis from New Orleans designed and 
implemented the building on pedestals in a form that 
is reminiscent of  a butterfly. The first in-patients were 
treated in 1969.

In recognition of  the aid from the United States, in 
1994 Steglitz Clinic was renamed “University Clinic 
Benjamin Franklin” (UKBF). In 2003 this clinic, 
with approximately 1200 beds and 36 scientific 
centres, was integrated into the Medical Faculty 
Charité of  the Humboldt Universität Berlin. This 
marked the foundation of  the institution “Charité – 
Universitätsmedizin Berlin“, which also includes the 
Rudolf  Virchow Clinic and the Campus Berlin Buch. 

In the university clinic, students can study subjects 
ranging from Anaesthetics to Forensic Medicine. At 
present there are also special research projects in bowel 
diseases, cardiovascular problems and tumours. The 
Charité also has an Institute of  Occupational Medicine 
which deals with work-related illnesses. 

The Charité is Berlin‘s second largest employer after the 
Deutsche Bahn railway company. The Musculoskeletal 
Research Center (ZMK) represents an outstanding 
branch of  research. In cooperation with the European 
Space Agency (ESA), it investigates how the human 
body, especially the muscles and the skeletal system, 
react during and after a space flight to Mars. 

One special feature of  the University Clinic Benjamin 
Franklin is the ADAC rescue helicopter Christoph 31. 
With over 3000 flights per year, it is the most in-demand 
rescue helicopter in Germany. 
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Federal Archives
The Federal Archives are a federal authority which 
has its headquarters in Koblenz. They have existed 
since 1952 and administer the archive of  documents 
and records of  the central authorities in the German 
government systems dating back to 1815. The archives 
access, register and safeguard the documents and 
then make them accessible to the public for research 
purposes. There is a special archive with the bequests 
of  famous people. Any visitor can conduct research in 
the archives both at the headquarters and in the branch 
offices by means of  reference catalogues.

The largest branch office of  the Federal Archives is 
situated on the grounds of  the former Main Cadet 
School in Finckensteinallee in Berlin-Lichterfelde. It 
was set up there after the American troops vacated 
the site in 1994. The archives also house the historical 
documents of  the Foundation for the Archives of  Parties 
and Mass Organisations of  the GDR. They include files 
and documents from the central governing circles of  
the parties, trade unions and mass organisations in 
the GDR. In addition, the libraries of  the Institute for 
Marxism-Leninism and other GDR organisations were 
integrated into the archives. There they formed the 
basis for the archives‘ proprietary reference library. 

There is also a separate GDR department which 
archives the files and documents of  the central state 
bodies of  the GDR. Department R contains the 
documents, maps and index cards from the German 
Empire dating from 1871 to 1945. The library of  the 
branch office houses publications and grey literature 
(i.e. books and other printed matter which are not 
available in bookshops) from the organisations of  the 
GDR. Official printed matter dating as far back as 1871 
can also be seen. 

The Federal Archives have begun to make about 80,000 
historical photographs from German history, from the 
colonial age, the Weimar Republic and the Nazi era up 
to the present, available to the on-line encyclopaedia 
Wikipedia in a media database. This database also 
includes photographs of  Steglitz-Zehlendorf. All of  the 
photographs have been assigned a standard Creative 
Commons licence which allows private and commercial 
use.
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Otto Lilienthal
Otto Lilienthal was born in Anklam on 23 May 1848 as 
the first of  eight children. Five of  his siblings died at an 
early age. When he was twelve, his father also died. From 
1856, in spite of  financial problems, his mother managed 
to send her two sons, Otto and Gustav, to the grammar 
school which is now named after Otto Lilienthal. When 
his life and work is described, his brother Gustav should 
always be mentioned in the same breath. The brothers 
were closely linked by numerous projects, treatises and 
inventions as long as they lived. 

As early as 1867 and 1868 in Anklam, the brothers 
experimented with various apparatuses which could 
be used to create uplift by flapping wings. They also 
conducted experiments with a curved wing in an air flow 
without flapping the wing. 

After Otto Lilienthal completed his studies at the 
Industry Academy in Berlin in 1870, the brothers 
founded their own company and tried to earn money 
with it. Numerous patent applications, for example 

for machines to be used in mining or toy manufacture, 
were initially not successful. They often failed at the 
marketing stage. 

In 1881 they achieved a breakthrough with a patent for 
a coiled flash boiler. This invention was later used, with 
the aid of  a steam engine, to build the Lilienthal small 
engine. From 1883 this engine was mass produced in his 
own company. From 1894 Lilienthal also produced his 
normal gliding apparatus there, also in mass production. 
At this point in time, Otto Lilienthal was effectively the 
owner of  the first aviation factory in the world. Another 
innovation, which was revolutionary in 1890, was that 
Lilienthal as a business owner gave his employees a 
25 per cent share in the profit. This business idea was 
later also taken over by the Carl Zeiss Works. Lilienthal 
compiled his theoretical treatises and the numerous 
measurements from his earlier experiments from the 
1860s in several books. It was not until 1890/91 that 
he conducted practical test flights. The first controlled 
flight by a human being is now inseparably linked with 
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Top: 
Flying Hill

the name of  Otto Lilienthal. Gustav dedicated himself  
more to toymaking and residential construction. He is 
regarded as an initiator and patron of  social and housing 
projects. He became known for the villa housing estate 
which he built in the adopted home of  the two brothers 
in Lichterfelde-West.

Otto Lilienthal‘s first flying apparatus was a willow 
frame covered with waxed cotton fabric. He started with 
exercises in standing against the wind and jumping from 
a springboard. He made his first 25 metre flights in 1891 
at the Mühlenberg near Derwitz (part of  Werder/Havel). 
He constantly analysed these flights and improved his 
flying machines. In 1893 Lilienthal constructed a flight 
station close to his house in Berlin. In 1894 he had a 
“Flying Hill” constructed in Schütte-Lanz-Straße in 
Berlin-Lichterfelde. The hill was 15 metres high and was 
converted to a Lilienthal memorial site in 1932. There, 
he managed flight distances of  up to 250 metres. He built 
a total of  at least 21 flying machines. In 1895 Lilienthal 
even flew two different double-deckers. In the popular 

periodicals and weekly newspapers of  the time, Otto 
Lilienthal regularly published articles about his flights. 
Translations appeared in many different countries.

On 9 August 1896 Otto Lilienthal crashed to the ground 
from a height of  about 15 metres in Stölln during a flight 
attempt. This was caused by thermal problems. On the 
following day he died of  his serious injuries. The grave 
of  Otto Lilienthal and his wife is situated in Lankwitz 
cemetery in Berlin. It is a grave of  honour of  the federal 
state of  Berlin.

Otto Lilienthal is now regarded as the first person who 
carried out successful and repeated gliding flights with a 
flying machine and thus helped “flying for its own sake” 
to become accepted. His physical preparatory work and 
his treatises about aircraft wings are still valid today. 
His normal gliding apparatus described above was the 
predecessor of  modern hang gliders. His flight attempts 
and the associated documentation paved the way for the 
achievement of  engine-powered flight.
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Johann Carstenn
The businessman Johann Anton Wilhelm Carstenn, 
who had become rich in Hamburg with project planning 
and the sale of  villa housing estates, purchased the 
estates of  Lichterfelde and Giesensdorf  in 1865.

He wanted to build the villa housing estates of  
Lichterfelde-West and Lichterfelde-East there. He 
therefore sub-divided the land into plots and had 
avenues and squares designed. The result was a 
luxurious estate of  villa-type houses with the character 
of  a garden city, and Carstenn did not restrict the 
imagination of  the architects in any way.

Initially, however, the plots proved difficult to sell. To 
improve the reputation of  the new estate, Carstenn 
offered the Prussian state the opportunity for the 
Main Cadet School to be moved from the crowded city 
of  Berlin to Lichterfelde. He hoped that this would 
attract affluent officers from the imperial aristocracy. 

For the project he provided 21 hectares of  land, 
financed the construction of  the impressive buildings 
and guaranteed transport access. On commission for 
Carstenn, Werner von Siemens built the first electrical 
tram in the world between Lichterfelde-East station 
and the Main Cadet School in 1881. Previously, exactly 
the same route had been used to transport the building 
materials. In the presence of  Emperor Wilhelm I., the 
foundation stone for the academy in  Finckensteinallee 
was then laid on 1 September 1873. In 1878 the Cadet 
School moved into the new barracks.

In addition to the teaching and service buildings, the 
vast and magnificent building complex also included 
two churches, stables, a hospital and many staff  
apartments. Until its compulsory dissolution after the 
First World War as a result of  the Treaty of  Versailles, 
the Cadet School remained the most important 
academy for the elite in the German military.
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The splendour of  the academy has continued to 
influence the image of  Lichterfelde as a place to live. 
The demand for plots of  land rose, and particularly 
the aristocratic officer families wanted to live close to 
the Cadet School. Although Carstenn then sold many 
more plots of  land, the revenue was not sufficient to 
cover the costs that he had incurred. He had not only 
paid the construction costs, he had also financed the 
relocation of  the Cadet School. There was therefore no 
way for him to avoid bankruptcy. 

Modest gratuity payments from Emperor Wilhelm I. 
gave the newly knighted von Carstenn-Lichterfelde 
a small income until he died in a mental home in 
Schöneberg in 1896. The splendid villa housing estate, 
which is today one of  the few well-preserved estates 
of  its kind in Berlin, is a permanent reminder of  the 
commitment of  this ambitious businessman.

Top:
Decorated facade in 
Curtiusstraße

Bottom: 
Villa from the 
industrial expansion 
period in Jungfernstieg
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“Who is who”
of  science in Dahlem
If  you follow the traces of  the past, the district of  
Dahlem reads like the „Who is who“ of  the scientists 
and Nobel laureates. In Dahlem, personalities such as: 
Albert Einstein, James Franck, Fritz Haber, Otto Hahn 
(together with Lise Meitner), Werner Heisenberg, Max 
Delbrück, Max von Laue and Hans Spemann lived and /  
or researched at the institutes of  the Kaiser Wilhelm 
Society (Max Planck Society). In connection with the 
Freie Universität Berlin, which was founded in 1948, 

Ernst Ruska, the inventor of  the electron microscope 
and Gerhard Ertl, until 2004 director of  the Department 
of  Physical Chemistry at the Fritz Haber Institute. 
The modern scientific facilities of  the Berlin southwest 
are seamlessly linked to this level of  excellence. The 
region is the fourth largest scientific center in Germany 
and with its outstanding personalities guarantees the 
highest level, also in connection with business and 
culture.

Fritz Haber
Nobel Prize (Chemistry)
1919

Albert Einstein 
Nobel Prize (Physics)
1921

Heinrich Wieland 
Nobel Prize (Chemistry)
1927

Otto Warburg 
Nobel Prize
(Physiology
Or medicine)
1931 

Emil Fischer 
Nobel Prize (Chemistry)
1902 

Max von Laue 
Nobel Prize (Physics)
1914

Richard Willstädter 
Nobel Prize (Chemistry)
1915 

Max Planck 
Nobel Prize (Physics)
1918
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Werner Heisenberg 
Nobel Prize (Physics)
1932 

Peter Debye
Nobel Prize (Chemistry)
1936

Adolf  Butenandt 
Nobel Prize (Chemistry)
1939

Otto Hahn 
Nobel Prize (Chemistry)
1944

Max Delbrück
Nobel Prize
(Physiology
Or medicine) 
1969

Ernst Ruska
Nobel Prize (Physics)
1986

Gerhard Ertl
Nobel Prize (Chemistry)
2007

“Who 
   is 
who”
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Photo credits
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Düppel Museum Village
· Residential house, baking house  

(photograph: Dieter Todtenhaupt)
The borough
· Boulevard Berlin (photograph: J. Lorenz) 
Domäne Dahlem
· Manor house (photograph: K. Wendlandt)
· Stables (photograph: P. Straube)
· Historical grocery store (photograph: K. Wendlandt)
The Allied Museum
· Candy bomber on the site of  the Allied Museum 

(photograph: Chodan)
· Tunnel (photograph: Chodan)
Johann Adolf Heese
· Johann Adolf  Heese
· Althoffplatz mulberry tree 
 (Steglitz local heritage society)
August Zeune (Blindenmuseum)
· Former entrance, Museum of  the Blind — entrance
· Duden in Braille (on the shelf),
· Braille typewriter exhibition
· Typewriters
· Workplace of  a blind typist, around 1900
· Exhibition parlograph, parlograph
· Exhibition typewriter, typewriter 8

Ehrenfried Günther Freiherr von Hünefeld
· Freiherr von Hünefeld
· Freiherr von Hünefeld and flight companions (1928) 

(photograph: Wolfgang Holtz)
Freie Universität Berlin
· Library, interior (photograph: Reinhard Görner)
Federal Institute of Materials Research and Testing
· Wood protection from termites 
· Measurement of  car electronics components by 
 synchronous infra-red radiation
· One-metre drop test for a sheet metal container for 

slight to intermediate radioactive substances
· Quality control in fluorometry: Development of  
 reference standards, recirculation methods and 

measuring systems (photographs: ©BAM)
Berlin Geographical Society
· Siegel Original Gesellschaft für Erdkunde
Secret State Archive, Prussian Cultural Trust
· Photo order No. GS+A PK, house view (©Geheimes 

Staatsarchiv Preußischer Kulturbesitz 2010)
· Knauer Contichrom (photograph: Knauer)
„Who is who“ of science in Dahlem
· Photos: Max Karl Ernst Ludwig Planck: commons.

wikimedia.org; Other: Archive of  the Max Planck 
Society, Berlin-Dahlem
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Monatsschrift vol. 6 (2001), P. 116-119

• Museums (www.berlin.de/ba-steglitz-zehlendorf)
• Düppel Museum Village (www.dueppel.de)

• Nachbarschaftssiedlung Papageiensiedlung (Next to 
the parrot estate) (www.papageiensiedlung.de)

• Nikolassee: Die jüngste der drei HAG-Villenkolonien 
im Südwesten Berlins (The latest of  the three HAG 
villa housing estates in the south-west of  Berlin) 

 (www.schroederniko.de)
• Hermann Patzig: Alte Ortsnamen im Westen 

Großberlins: Ihr Ursprung und ihre Bedeutung  
(All place names in the west of  Greater Berlin: 

 their origin and meaning), Berlin 1926
• Thomas Paritschke: Der Teltowkanal - ein 

Musterbeispiel für eine gelungene öffentliche 
Investition  (Teltow Canal – an example of  

 successful public investment), Steglitzer Heimat No. 2, 
 July-December 2006, P. 18-20
• Hans-Jürgen Rach: Die Dörfer in Berlin: Ein 

Handbuch der ehemaligen Landgemeinden im 
Stadtgebiet von Berlin (The villages in Berlin: a 
handbook of  the formal rural communities in the 
urban area of  Berlin), ed. Academy of  Science of  
the GDR - Central Institute for History, Berlin 1988

• Ralf  Schlüter: Die Hymne als letzten Titel: Die 
Alliierten-Sender AFN und BFBS verabschiedeten 
sich (The anthem at the end: the Allied broadcasters 
AFN and BFBS say goodbye), 

 in: Berliner Zeitung, 16 Juli 1994
• Wolfgang Schönebeck: Der Teltowkanal wird 100 – 

Seine Brücken und ihre Geschichte(n): Die aktuelle 
Ausstellung im Steglitz-Museum (Teltow Canal is 
100 - its bridges and history: the current exhibition 
in theSteglitz Museum, in: Steglitzer Heimat No. 2, 
Juli - Dezember 2006, P. 26-28.

• Schwartzsche Villa (www.schwartzsche-villa.de)
• Gudrun Schwarz: Die nationalsozialsozialistischen 

Lager (The National Socialist camps), 
 Frankfurt am Main 1990
• Christian Simon: Steglitz im Wandel der Geschichte: 

Vom größten Dorf  Preußens (Steglitz through 
history: the largest village in Prussia), Berlin 1997

• Wolf  Jobst Siedler: Auf  der Pfaueninsel: 
Spaziergänge in Preußens Arkadien (On Peacock 
Island: walks in Prussia‘s Arcadia), Berlin 2007

• Studieren nach Dienstschluss (Studying after work), 
in: Tagesspiegel, 9 August 2009

• SIGHTS - D - (www.berlin.de/ba-steglitz-zehlendorf) 
• State Museum Authority in Berlin 
 (www.smb.spk-berlin.de)
• City Library Steglitz-Zehlendorf  
 (www.stadtbibliothek-steglitz-zehlendorf.de)
• Steglitz im Wandel der Geschichte (Steglitz through 

history) (www.berlin.de/ba-steglitz-zehlendorf)
• Steglitz-Zehlendorf: Ein Wegweiser durch den Bezirk 

(A guide to the borough) 2008, 
 ed. borough offices of  Steglitz-Zehlendorf  in Berlin
• Steglitz-Zehlendorf: Ein Wegweiser durch den Bezirk 

(A guide to the borough) 2009, 
 ed. borough offices of  Steglitz-Zehlendorf  in Berlin
• Stiftung Domäne Dahlem – Landgut und Museum 
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 (Domäne Dahlem Foundation – estate and museum
 (www.domaene-dahlem.de)
• Stölpchensee (de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stölpchensee)
• Straßenbahn: Geschichte/Zeittafel – Chronik + 

Zahlen der BVG (Tram: history/timeline, chronicle + 
figures of  the BVG) (www.berlinerverkehr.de)

• Studieren im Berufsleben (Studying while in work), 
 in: Tagesspiegel, 5 September 2009
• Anna Teut: Max Liebermann: Gartenparadies am 

Wannsee (Max Liebermann: garden paradise on 
Wannsee), Munich 1997

• Turn- und Sportplätze in Steglitz-Zehlendorf  
 (Gymnastics and sports grounds in Steglitz-

Zehlendorf) (www.berlin.de/ba-steglitz-zehlendorf/
verwaltung/sport)

• Hans-Joachim Uhlemann: Berlin und die 
Märkischen Wasserstraßen (Berlin and the 
waterways of  the Mark) (Tranpress transport 
history), 1st edition, Berlin 1987

• University library of  the Freie Universität Berlin 
 (www.ub.fu-berlin.de)
• Association of  public libraries in Berlin 
 (www.voebb.de)
• Harald Vieth: Bemerkenswerte Bäume in Berlin 

und Potsdam (Notable trees in Berlin and Potsdam), 
Hamburg 2005

• Zehlendorf  forest cemetery 
 (www.stadtentwicklungberlin.de/umwelt/
 stadtgruen/friedhoefe_begraebnisstaetten). 
• Jürgen Wetzel: Zehlendorf  (history of  the boroughs 

of  Berlin, vol. 12), Berlin 1988

• Karl Wiese/Joachim Geissel: Ein halbes Jahrhundert 
Evangelische Kirchengemeinde Berlin-Nikolassee 
(Half  a century for the Protestant church Berlin-
Nikolassee), ed. by the parish council of  Berlin-
Nikolassee church, Berlin 1959

• Zehlendorf  (Geschichtslandschaft Berlin – Orte und 
Ereignisse / Historical landscape Berlin, places and 
events, Vol. 4), ed. by the HIstorical Commission 
Berlin, Berlin 1993

• Marketing central Zehlendorf  (www.zehlendorfer.de)
• Zeitsplitter – Steglitz im Dritten Reich (Splinters 

of  time – Steglitz in the Third Reich, exhibition 
brochure ), ed. Steglitz art department. Berlin 1992

• Zeitgeschichtliches Archiv (Contemporary history 
archive) (www.zeitgeschichte.de)

• Central and state library Berlin (www.zlb.de)
• Centre of  Modern Oriental Studies (www.zmo.de)
• Gerd-H. Zuchold: Der Familienfriedhof  im Park von 

Glienicke: Ein Beitrag zur Karl-Linie des Hauses 
Hohenzollern (The family cemetery in Glienicke 
Park: a contribution to the Charles line in the House 
of  Hohenzollern) (Zehlendorf  chronicle, vol. 18), 

 ed. Zehlendorf  local heritage society, Berlin 2008
• Zukunft von Anfang an: Eine Ausstellung zur 

Geschichte und zum Profil der Freien Universität 
Berlin (Future from the start: an exhibition on the 
history and profile of  the Freie Universität Berlin), 
ed. Presiding Board of  the Freie Universität Berlin, 

 Berlin 2004





The borough of Steglitz-Zehlendorf in the south-west 
of Berlin reflects various facets of culture, history, 
politics and economy, from the shopping boulevard 
Schloßstraße to Glienicke Bridge, a major site in the 
east-west conflict. 

Berlin is not only the city centre with Brandenburg 
Gate, Kurfürstendamm and the television tower. This 
is underlined by the large number of tourists and 
residents from neighbouring districts who visit the 
forests and lakes in the borough. The palaces and 
old village centres bear witness to the history of 
Brandenburg and Prussia.

International centres of science and scholarship have 
developed in Steglitz-Zehlendorf, such as the Freie 
Universität Berlin.  The Museum of European Cultures 
is an essential part of the Berlin Museum Landscape. 
The museums in Dahlem play an important role among 
the museums in Berlin. History has been made in the 
borough in areas such as science, technology and 
industry. The historical traces of the American Allies 
are plainly evident.

The green borough, as it is called, was and still is 
a popular place for academics, artists, business 
entrepreneurs and politicians to live. The facades of 
the houses clearly reflect the architectural styles of 
history – for example stately villas and the Bauhaus 
style.

Steglitz-Zehlendorf is a place where history and the 
present, nature and the city can be seen side by side. 
This book aims to provide interested readers with a 
comprehensive, varied and easily comprehensible 
impression of Berlin‘s south-west. 

Front cover: 
Idyllic view of  
the palace on 
Peacock Island

Steglitz-Zehlendorf


